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FUN & |’: 
GAMES .. 

There might not be 
much laughing on 
HBO's Game of 
Thrones, but that 
was not the case 
when the cast of the 
epic fantasy series, 
gathered for EW's + 
cover shoot on the 
show's set in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland, 
“They were allin cos- 
tume, in character, 
when | finally said, 
‘Let's have a bit of 
fun with it;” recalls 
photographer lan 
Derry. “And they 
spontaneously 
started playing air 
guitar, singing, jump- 
ing around. There's 
alot of humor anda 
genuine friendship 
between all those 
guys.” When 

they're not trying to 
kill one another on 
screen, that is. 
—Marc Snetiker 


MORE ON 
nEW)) EW.com 
ats Go to 


ew.com/sweeps to 
enter for a chance to 
win a trip to Comic-Con 
2012 and tickets to the 
Game of Thrones panel. 
(Additional prizes 
include the DVD box set 
and autographed sets 
of the books.) 
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ON THE COVERS 
Kit Harington, Emilia 
Clarke, Lena Headey, 
Nikolaj Coster- 
Waldau, and Peter 
Dinklage photo- 
graphed exclusively 
for EW by lan 

Derry on Oct. 27, 
2011, in Belfast, 
Northern Ireland 
COSTUME DESIGNER: MICHELE 
CLAPTON; HAIR: KEVIN 
ALEXANDER; MAKEUP: PAUL 
ENGELEN; PROP STYLING: BOB 
BOOTH; WEAPONS MASTER: 
TOMMY DUNNE; LEAD 


ARMORER: NATALIA LEE; ON-SET 
PRODUCER: THERESE FRIEL 


j/ Pa niefiainment Eniggieoonent utr gp Ente. Soe 
Moelel ie. 
Hs, ath ty ry i 4GAMES: 


? iV," F | ae LARC ' iy { 0, 
; THRONES,” BORMRG Raat | 6: ES* 
A 1 be hy War 


Cpes Medieval o 


Photograph by IAN DERRY March 23, 2012 E 


FEEDBACK | 


Wicked Games 
Thanks for another 
great issue with the 
Hunger Games cast. 
Your coverage has 
definitely helped 
make waiting until 
March 23 a little less 
painful! After learn- 
ing how director 
Gary Ross took so 
much initiative in 
order to get the job— 
and was adamant 
about getting the 
Girl on Fire scene 
exactly right—I was 
reassured that this 
movie will be one of 


the best of 2012. 
LAURA OTRHALIK 


Paw Paw, Mich. 
Seriously, EW? 
Our greatest living 
actress wins her 


third Oscar, a 
Frenchman wins 
his country’s first 
Best Actor Oscar, 
a silent movie wins 
Best Picture..and 
you feature yet 
another movie 
adaptation of yet 
another YA book 


on the cover. 


MICHELLE FEARNLEY 
Las Vegas 


Oscar, Up Close 
and Personal 
The account of 
the 2012 Oscars 
ceremony froma 
backstage perspec- 
tive was thrilling 
and insightful, and 
just couldn't be 
found anywhere 
else. Meryl Streep 
and Uggie—who 
could ask for 
anything more? 


JAMES SIE 
Los Angeles 


Extra, Extra! 

In his DVD reviews, 
Chris Nashawaty 
always does a 


March 9’s EW Looks Back was a battle of the fake bands. Below, 
readers tell us which pseudo-performers rock their world. 


nice job of pointing 
out releases with 
good extras, things 

| usually seek out 
when | rent movies, 
particularly if the 
film is based on an 
actual person or a 
historical event. 
Unfortunately, I’ve 
noticed that these 
extras are becoming 
more difficult to find 
(even on Blu-ray, 
which promoted 
itself by promising 
additional extras), 
at least on rental 
copies. As a result, 


people are forced 
to buy DVDs 
rather than rent 
them. That’s 
certainly a financial 
blow to consumers 


like myself. 


SCOTT CHAPMAN 
Moscow, Idaho 


Must-See Movie 
How sadly ironic 
that not long after 
the school shooting 
in Ohio, | read your 
article “Hollywood 
Battle Brews Over 
Bully’ (News and 
Notes), concerning 


the MPAA’s decision 
to bar access to the 
very demographic 
this documentary 
needs to reach. 

By giving it anR 
rating for “some 
language,” the 
MPAA shows a 

lack of knowledge 


Cale 2 


¢ 4] 
ON ERRECS ps 


about the scourge 
that is bullying. 
Hopefully, Harvey 
Weinstein 

will move heaven 
and earth in 

order to change its 
misguided decision. 


JANELLE SEAVEY 
Oakland, Maine 


We want to know what you think. Send 
emails to ew_letters@ew.com or mail to 135 W. 50th St., 
New York, NY 10020. Include your name, address, and telephone 
number. Letters may be edited for clarity or length. 


CUSTOMER SERVICE AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

For 24/7 service, please use our website 
(wwwew.com/customerservice), or call 1-800-828-6882. 
You can also write to ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 

at P.O. Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE | 


contract zombie-ism in ways other thana 


(Above) The Walking 
Dead's Jon Bernthal; 
Andrew Lincoln, Sarah 
Wayne Callies, and Bernthal 


zombie bite. And then came the real 
shocker: the death of Shane Walsh (Jon 
Bernthal)—and he’s not the only major 
character on the show to die this season. 
(After Shane was killed, I kept telling 
myself that surely he would rise from the 
dead somehow—and then he did!) Pound 
for pound and thrill for thrill, The Walking 
Dead could turn out to be the greatest 
thriller ever produced for television. 
Shane's death didn’t seem like a gimmick 
done just for shock value. The Walking 
Dead dispenses with characters because 
the fragility of life is central to the story— 
and frankly, because it can. Why? The real 
star of The Walking Dead is its sharp, 
humane writing; writing so great it’s 
never drowned out by the death-rattle 
grunts of roaming zombies or washed 
away on rivers of gore. Though The 
Walking Dead’s ratings on AMC are 
gargantuan for basic cable (and would be 
quite respectable for a major network), 
the show remains a testament to the 
creativity forced on TV producers in 
recent years by the rise of a million cable 


FOLLOW ME ON TWITTER > G @JessCagleEW 


SWINGING FOR THE FENCES 


SPOILER ALERT: If last week’s episode 
of The Walking Deadis still sitting 
unwatched on your DVR, stop 
reading. Because we have to discuss 
the insane plot twists in the March 11  49year-clds, most ofthe net- 
episode that left a nation of jaws unhinged. If you 
don’t know the graphic novels The Walking Dead 
is based on, you—like myself—were most likely 
first overwhelmed by the realization that you can 


channels, the fractured 
attention of the audience, 
and other seismic shifts in 
the industry. While fighting 
for the eyeballs of 18- to 


works have been swinging 
for the fences with delightful 
regularity. You saw the proof 
in the strong new shows last 
fall. You feel it every Sunday 
night when you're faced with 
hours of amazing program- 
ming. And you feel it now, on 
the eve of the return of 
AMC’s breathtakingly smart Mad Men, 
and the second season of this week’s cover 
subject—HBO’s epic, outrageous drama 
Game of Thrones. Of course, for every risky, 
visionary thing that works in Hollywood, 
there are dozens more that don’t, which is 
why the movie industry feels so much bet- 
ter investing in well-known superheroes 
and sequels. Last weekend, while The 
Walking Dead was scaling new creative 
and dramatic heights on TV, Disney’s 
expensive attempt to launch a new movie 
franchise, John Carter, fell flat at the box 
office. There’s a vast difference in the 
artistic merits of The Walking Dead and 
John Carter, but I give them both points 
for trying to give us something new. I 
would rather be befuddled by an ambi- 
tious failure than placated by a safe bet. 


nee 


JESS CAGLE, 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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The Top 10 Things We Love This Week /——— 


oMUST LIST 


21 JUMP STREET )_ 
Jonah Hill and 
Channing Tatum 
reboot the 
undercover-police 
TV series with 

this boisterous 
big-screen comedy. 
Look for post- 
Superbad teen 
raunch, buddy-cop 
high jinks, and— 
yes!—a Johnny Depp 
cameo. (Rated R) 


BATTLE ROYALE, DVD 


and downl 
are forced to hunt one another for sport in 
this massively popular Japanese film from 


2000 that offers both social commentary and 
a Hunger Games-like thrill ride—only bloodier. 


oad A group of teens 


3. THE ONE, by RJ Smith 
Magazine journalist Smith delivers a 
masterful biography of a poets 
man: the = = 
Godfather of 
Soul, James . = 
Brown.Fromthe Pj aa a 
singer’s rough 4 i & 
childhoodinthe aes 

THE'LIFE AND MUSIC 
a0F 


Depression-era 
South to his oN 


= 


astonishing : nme | 
| musical perfor- 


mances, Smith 
charts it all with 
a verve worthy 
of his subject. 


Jonah Hill and 
Channing Tatum 


“CALL ME MAYBE” video 

Non-tweens are just discovering why 
the homemade video to Carly Rae Jepsen’s 
catchy track—with goofy cameos from pals 
Justin Bieber, Selena Gomez, and Ashley 
Tisdale, to name a few—is a huge Web hit. 


Illustration by JESSE LENZ 
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FROZEN PLANET Discovery and the BBC follow up the much-acclaimed 

Planet Earth with this frigid plunge into the icy polar regions that debuts March 18. 
The new documentary series, narrated by Alec Baldwin, is so vivid it will leave you shivering. 
(Discovery, Sundays, check dsc.discovery.com for times) 


THE MUPPETS, 
DVD and 
download 


PORT OF MORROW, the 8. FOOTNOTE Currently in limited release, 

Shins The James Mercer-led rock this emotionally rich Israeli drama about 
band has been lying low for half a decade, the complicated relationship between a 
but this fourth album—their major-label father and son, who also happen to be rival 
debut full of winsome ditties and dynamic scholars, will be expanding for a wider 
rave-ups—will make you forget the wait. audience to appreciate soon. (Rated PG) 


OTHERWISE 
KN@WN AS 
IOMAN 


DITION 


The celebrated British 
writer just picked up a 
National Book Critics 
Circle award for this 
brilliant, diverse 
collection of essays on 
topics ranging from 
Def Leppard on tour 
to Albert Camus. 


1 JOURNEY In the exquisitely realized adventure 
videogame, you play a nameless robed creature 
trekking across the desert toward an enigmatic mountain. If 
Terrence Malick and Hayao Miyazaki ever collaborated, their 
creation would look and feel something like this. (Rated E; PS3) 
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JENNIFER LAWRENCE AND THE HUNGER GAMES CREW STEP OUT, PAGE 1g {—_ 


NEWSeNO 


John Carter 
and the Top 
10 Bombs 


FOR MOST MOVIES, a $30.2 million 
opening weekend would be considered 
decent—respectable, even. But most 
movies aren’t John Carter, Disney’s sci-fi 
opus about a Wild West outlaw (Taylor 
Kitsch) who winds up in the middle of an 
interspecies war on Mars. Directed by 
Pixar guru Andrew Stanton (WALL*E), 
the movie cost $250 million to make. 
Even if it climbs to $100 million domesti- 
cally—and builds on its $70.6 million 
opening internationally, where CG spec- 
tacles play well—Carter seems like a 
long shot to recoup Disney’s distribution 
fees and marketing costs (reportedly 
another $100 million). Still, “John Carter is 
surrounded by videogame adaptations, 
toys, foreign sales, DVD sales, video on 
demand, and T'V sales,” says Vincent 
Bruzzese, president of the Worldwide 
Motion Picture Group, which analyzes 
box office data. “It will be years until we 
know its true profitability.” In that case, 
Godspeed, Mr. Carter: We'd hate for you 
to end up earning a place on this list of 
the biggest bombs in history.* (Surprise! 
Ishtar didn’t even crack the top 10.) 


L 


Cost $160 million 
Made $617 million 
What went wrong 
John McTiernan’s 
10th-century 
action movie, based on Michael 
Crichton’s Eaters ofthe Dead and starring 
Antonio Banderas, was repeatedly 
delayed due to poor test screenings. 
Crichton himself ultimately stepped in 
as an uncredited director to finish the 
film—but it was beyond redemption. 


2. 

Cost $98 million Made $18.5 million 
What went wrong This swashbuckling 
romp (starring Geena Davis) tanked due 
to lukewarm reviews and a nearly non- 
existent marketing campaign. It ended up 
sinking the ship it sailed in on: The film’s 
production company quickly went under. 


3. 


Cost $100 million Made $7.1 million 
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(From left) Eddie Murphy in Pluto Nash; 
Billy Bob Thornton in The Alamo 


After a string of 
hits, Geena Davis 


CUTTHROAT ISLAND: MGM/EVERETT COLLECTION; SUPERNOVA: MGM/PHOTOFEST 


LAWRENCE: GUSTAYU LADALLEN' 
OF PLUTO NASH: BRUCE MCBROO! 


» missed (badly) with 


Cutthroat Island 


The forgettable ~~ 
Supernova starred 
Angela Bassett and 


a SBobin Tunney 


What went wrong Originally conceived 
in the 1980s, shot in 2000, and left on the 
shelf for two years, this celluloid confec- 
tion was released long past its sell-by 
date. Pluto Nash was critically reviled— 
even for an Eddie Murphy movie. 


4. 
Cost $150 million Made $39 million 
What went wrong Audiences were 

put off by the film’s soulless motion- 
capture mannequins and meh reviews. 
After this film bombed, Disney execs 
were reportedly so wary of the Red 
Planet they (futilely, as it turned out) 
cut the title John Carter of Mars down 
to just John Carter. 


5. 
Cost $44 million Made $3.5 million 


What went wrong Having just directed 
Best Picture-winning The Deer Hunter, 
Michael Cimino was given free rein to 
make this Western. The movie went 
over budget as Cimino shot 220 hours 
of film and had expensive sets rebuilt. 
Its disastrous box office (the film 

lost $111.4 million, when adjusted for 
inflation) caused Hollywood execs to 
think twice before ever granting 
another “auteur” complete freedom. 


6. 

Cost $19 million Made $4.8 million 
What went wrong The historical epic 
(the “Battle of the Four Armies” scene 
alone required 8,000 extras) cost nearly 
$140 million in today’s dollars. The box 
office was so dismal, producer Samuel 
Bronston had to file for bankruptcy. 


Loren could save 
"The Fall of the 
_ Roman Empire 


if 
Cost $90 million Made $10.4 million 
What went wrong A mess of a produc- 
tion, Town & Country featured a large 
cast with high salaries but low box 
office draw (Warren Beatty, Goldie 
Hawn, etc.). How badly did it do? Let’s 
just say it opened two spots below the 
second weekend of Crocodile Dundee 
in Los Angeles. 


8. 

Cost $90 million Made $14.8 million 
What went wrong This was the first 
and last film of Thomas Lee, the nom 
de flop adopted by a frustrated and 
embarrassed Walter Hill. Much of 
the action revolves around the threat 
of a “ninth-dimensional bomb,” which 
is pretty much exactly what the film 
turned out to be. 


9. 

Cost $107 million Made $25.8 million 
What went wrong Hardly anybody 
remembers this Alamo. Why? Well, it 
turns out that the dusty, wizened faces 
of Dennis Quaid and Billy Bob Thornton 
were no match for another martyr 
Texans love: The overperforming 

The Passion of the Christ trounced it 
opening weekend. 


10. 

Cost $46 million Made $5.2 million 
What went wrong Everything. Produc- 
tion on the Korean War film—financed 
by Sun Myung Moon, founder of the 
controversial Unification Church, 

and starring Laurence Olivier as an 
idolized Gen. Douglas MacArthur— 
was beset by two typhoons and an 
earthquake. —Adam Markovitz, Keith 
Staskiewicz, and John Young 


“Costs are estimates; grosses are based on global box office; the movies 
are ranked according to their net losses, adjusted for inflation. 


CEO Tim Cook at the Apple 
event on March 7;(right) 
Netflix CEO Reed Hastings 


The iPad...Plus! 


Apple’s new tablet made its 
splashy debut, but other major 


tech players had very big: news of their own. 


NEWS TRICKLING IN from various 
corners of the tech world this past week 
may turn out to signal an overhaul in the 
way we consume movies and T'V. First in 
line: We obviously don’t need to alert 
you to Apple’s unveiling of the new iPad. 
With a Retina display that blows away 
even HD resolution, and the addition of 
4G networking, we'd call it a reason- 
able, if not earth-shattering, update. 
The new iPad aside, though, Apple 
CEO Tim Cook’s announcement of 


@ ANDROID UPDATE 


Google’s Android Market was relaunched last 
week as Google Play (or Play Store on mobile 
devices) and now combines apps, music, books, 
and movies. Mimicking Apple’s iTunes Store 
in content if not in form, it's vastly easier to 
search than before and prettier than iTunes. 
The sheer quantity of fire-sale-priced items 
and the relentless inclusion of “Play” in market- 
ing copy (Play of the Day, 2 Days to Play, etc.) 
smack of second-fiddle desperation, but 
‘Droiders will love the first-rate upgrade. JC 


BY JON CHASE 


movie and T'V series streaming for the 
100 million users of Apple’s iCloud 
service should be a watershed moment 
for consumers and content owners 
alike. In simple terms, instead of 
needing vast amounts of hard-drive 
space, consumers can just access all 
their purchases on demand from the 
great database in the sky. It’s nearly 
the final piece in the cloud puzzle, and 
an especially huge deal that every 
studio—except, at press time, Fox and 
Universal—has finally gotten on board. 
Cook also announced that owners of 
the new third-generation Apple TV will 
be able to sign up for Netflix streaming 
subscriptions directly from Apple TV’s 
iTunes Store link instead of having to 
use a separate device. (The current 
Apple TV already allows Netflix 
access, but doesn’t have an option for 
creating a new account and paying 
for it via an iTunes account, similar to 
apps on an iPhone.) Apple has clearly 
learned the value of keeping its 


partners close and its competitors 
closer—especially when it stands to 
get a cut of every new subscription. 

Speaking of Netflix, the company 
has been something of a pioneer among 
online video providers for its forays 
into original productions (like the new 
series Lilyhammer). Other online video 
providers are following suit: Both Hulu 
and Yahoo! just announced new part- 
nerships with production company 
FremantleMedia and indie studio 
Vuguru, respectively, as they expand 
their commitment to original program- 
ming. And there was chatter last week 
that Amazon, already funding original 
content, may try out TV too. (The 
company declined to comment.) 

And in yet another facet of Netflix 
news, there was a report last week 
that the company was in talks with cable 
providers to have its subscription 
service integrated into cable set-top 
boxes. Steve Swasey, Netflix VP of 
corporate communications, claims the 
entire story is based on a misunder- 
standing, but has confirmed that on- 
going talks with cable companies have 
focused on subscription deals similar 
to the iTunes one. Which makes 
sense, if only because with the rise of 
Internet-enabled HDTVs, the days of 
clunky cable set-top boxes appear 
numbered. Seemingly confirming that 
hunch, Forbes last week reported that 
Google is quietly trying to sell off the 
cable-box business of its new acquisi- 
tion Motorola Mobility. Not a moment 
too soon, as the rumor mill also says 
that Apple has its own smart-TV 
solution in the works beyond its Apple 
TV box. With apologies to the rest of 
the industry, we look forward to its 
announcement crushing the news 
cycle again in the very near future. m 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


BY JESSICA SHAW 


THE SHAW REPORT x | IN HatingBen 


Fun. (Andrew Dost, Nate Ruess, 
and Jack Antonoff) in 
Providence on March 1 


“We Are Young” 
Rocks the Charts 


FUN. IS NO. 1. PERIOD. The New York trio 
US) has claimed the top spot on Billboard’s Hot 100 
BEAT | with the stately, Queen-like anthem “We Are 
Young.” That makes Fun. the first rock band 
to top the charts since Coldplay’s “Viva la Vida” spent a single 
week in the captain's chair in 2008. The last time a rock band 
sent its first charting single to the top spot? That'd be 2001, 
when Nickelback’s “How You Remind Me” claimed the prize. 
Conceived by frontman Nate Ruess while he was driving 
and recorded with producer Jeff Bhasker (who also recruited 
guest vocalist Janelle Monae), “We Are Young” has been 
building momentum steadily since its Sept. 20 release. 
In addition to play on mainstream and alternative radio, 
“Young” appeared in a December episode of Glee and ina 
Super Bowl ad for Chevrolet. Still, the single’s crossover 
success has caught the band by surprise. “We’re thankful, 
happy, and completely puzzled at the same time,” says 
Ruess. “Every day brings a crazy new thing we never 
thought would happen.” —Kyle Anderson 


Pan a 


FUNNIEST AD EVER? 
Small business, big buzz. In the 
week after its March 5 debut, the 
hilarious online ad for DollarShave 
Club.com—featuring company 
cofounder Mike Dubin, a machete, 
and a dancing bear—racked up 
nearly 3 million hits. Customer reaction to the club—which supplies 
razors to subscribers for as little as $1 a month, plus shipping— 
has been “extremely strong,” says Dubin, who studied with the 
Upright Citizens Brigade and wrote the ad. So is the easy-on-the- 
eyes pitchman ready to become a sex symbol a la Old Spice Guy 
Isaiah Mustafa? “Yes.” —Clark Collis 


© _ ey 
Saag 


5 MINUTES AGO HatingCourtney OUT KacieB.sdaddyissues 


© Katy Perry 3-D concert film hits theaters this summer 
Anytime her chest shoots whipped cream or fireworks, 
adult moviegoers will be advised to slip protective goggles 
over their 3-D glasses. Children 13 and under will be forced 
to wear sleep masks. 


© High school student gives MPAA petition with 
200,000-plus signatures urging organization to change 
R rating on antibullying documentary Bully “You gonna 
change it now, MPAA? Huh? Huh? Are you? You better 
or |'ll—[deep breath]—sorry about that. | do hope, though, 
that you'll at least consider it.” 

© One Million Moms drops campaign to get Ellen 
DeGeneres fired as J.C. Penney spokesperson, but says 
members still won’t shop there One million impeccably 
dressed gay men shook their heads and muttered, “If only 
you weren't shopping there for the right reasons.” 


© 75-year-old woman reportedly sues Let’s Make a Deal 
for $25,000 after taping injury The producers plan to 
counter by offering her whatever's behind Door No. 3. 

© Bill Maher defends Rush Limbaugh Did | read that 
right, or do | need to adjust my pain medication? 

© 86-year-old Dick Van Dyke marries 40-year-old 
makeup artist And she's good, too. In their wedding 
picture, it looks like only a 25-year age difference. 


© Mario Batali settles tip-skimming lawsuit filed on 
behalf of waitstaff at his restaurants for $5.25 million 
It was actually $4.25 million, but for legal parties of 500 
or more, a $1 million gratuity is automatically included. 


© Hulk Hogan sex tape being shopped Let us hold hands 
and pray that the headline was supposed to say “stopped.” 
© Darren Aronofsky directs Jennifer Lopez in Kohl's 
commercial There's a bit of controversy, of course: While 
filming the ad, J. Lo allegedly did only 10 percent ofthe , 
discount shopping. 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 
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THE BIG ; : HENS AND NOTES 


GAIMES PREMIERE 


LOS ANGELES, MARCH 12, 2012 

Game on! Fans camped out overnight to catch a glimpse of 

the cast as they arrived at the world premiere of The Hunger 
Games, cosponsored by ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY. “I can’t wait 
for people to see the movie,” says Elizabeth Banks (who plays 
Effie). “This will be the first time I get to see it with an audience, 
and I think it is going to be bananas in there. I just might be 
deafby the end of the night, but it’s so worth it.”—CARRIE BELL 
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@, 
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Says Liam Hemsworth (Gale) 
of the crowd outside: “To 
have fans that are this excited 
to meet you and this pas- 
sionate about the books and 
the movie makes me justias 
excited to meet them.” 


AN 


Ly 


\) 
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“This 
part is So 
special to me. 
Katniss is So 
strong, independent, 
smart. She's like Joan 
of Arc for a new 
generation.” 


Jennifer Lawrence on her 
character 


| "It’s 

Je$h Hutcherson \ a7] 
(Peeta) with the : ft freezing P 
Hunger Games trilogy of out here. | can’t 
novelist Suzanne ¢ . 

Collins. “The whole believe people slept 
world that Suzanne out here last night 
Ce just for the chance to 

"That's what made see our film. That's 


yme'connect to it. CN’ dedication.” 


Elizabeth Banks 
(Effie) 
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‘Affer 6 weeks on an antidepressant, I was snil strugging with 


my depression.” 


If you've been on an antidepressant for at least 6 weeks and are still struggling with depression, having ABILIFY® (aripiprazole) 
added to your antidepressant may help with unresolved symptoms as early as 1-2 weeks.* 


ABILIFY is a prescription medicine used to treat depression in adults as add-on treatment to an antidepressant when 


an antidepressant alone is not enough. 


Important Safety Information 


Elderly patients with dementia-related psychosis (eg, an inability 
to perform daily activities due to increased memory loss) taking 
ABILIFY have an increased risk of death or stroke. ABILIFY is not 
approved for treating these patients. 


Antidepressants can increase suicidal thoughts and behaviors in 

children, teens, and young adults. Serious mental illnesses are 

themselves associated with an increase in the risk of suicide. 

When taking ABILIFY call your doctor right away if you have new 

or worsening depression symptoms, unusual changes in behavior, 

or thoughts of suicide. Patients and their caregivers should be 

especially observant within the first few months of treatment or 

after a change in dose. Approved only for adults 18 and over with 

depression. 

© Call your doctor if you develop high fever, stiff muscles, confusion, 
sweating, changes in pulse, heart rate and blood pressure, as these 
may be signs of a condition called neuroleptic malignant syndrome 
(NMS), a rare and serious condition that can lead to death 

© |f you have diabetes or have risk factors or symptoms of diabetes, your 
blood sugar should be monitored. High blood sugar has been reported 
with ABILIFY and medicines like it. In some cases, extremely high blood 
sugar can lead to coma or death 

© Changes in cholesterol and triglyceride (fat, also called lipids) 
levels in the blood have been seen in patients taking medicines like 
ABILIFY 

You and your doctor should check your weight regularly since weight 
gain has been reported with medicines like ABILIFY 


lf you develop uncontrollable facial or body movements, call your 
doctor, as these may be signs of tardive dyskinesia (TD). TD may 
not go away, even if you stop taking ABILIFY. TD may also start after 
you stop taking ABILIFY 
© Other risks may include lightheadedness upon standing, decreases 
in white blood cells (which can be serious), seizures, trouble 
swallowing, or impairment in judgment or motor skills. Until you know 
how ABILIFY affects you, you should not drive or operate machinery 
The common side effects in adults in clinical trials (=10%) include 
nausea, vomiting, constipation, headache, dizziness, an inner sense 
of restlessness or need to move (akathisia), anxiety, and insomnia. 
Tell your doctor about all the medicines you're taking, since there are 
some risks for drug interactions. You should avoid alcohol while taking 
ABILIFY. 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription 
drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 
1-800-FDA-1088. 


Please read the additional Important Information 
about ABILIFY on the adjacent page. 
Ask your doctor about the option 
of adding ABILIFY. 


ABILIFY 


(aripiprazole) 


2mg,5mg Tablet 


Learn about a FREE trial offer’ at ABILIFYCopay.com or 1-800-681-7541 


*Based on 6-week clinical studies comparing 
ABILIFY + antidepressant versus antidepressant alone. 


Restrictions apply. 


if you or someone you know needs help paying for medicine, call 
1-888-4PPA-NOW (1-888-477-2669). Or go to www.ppancorg 


x Bristol-Myers Squibb @oitsuka Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT ABILIFY (aripiprazole) 


ABILIFY® (a BIL 7 fi) 
(aripiprazole) 


This summary of the Medication Guide contains risk and 
safety information for patients about ABILIFY. This summary 
does not include all information about ABILIFY and is not 
meant to take the place of discussions with your healthcare 
professional about your treatment. Please read this important 
information carefully before you start taking ABILIFY and 
discuss any questions about ABILIFY with your healthcare 
professional. 


What is the most important information | should know 

about ABILIFY? 

Serious side effects may happen when you take ABILIFY, 

including: 

«Increased risk of death in elderly patients with 

dementia-related psychosis: 
Medicines like ABILIFY can raise the risk of death in elderly 
people who have lost touch with reality (psychosis) due to 
Confusion and memory loss (dementia). ABILIFY is not 
approved for the treatment of patients with 
dementia-related psychosis. 

¢ Risk of suicidal thoughts or actions: Antidepressant 
medicines, depression and other serious mental 
illnesses, and suicidal thoughts or actions: 
Antidepressant medicines may increase suicidal thoughts 
or actions in some children, teenagers, and young adults 
within the first few months of treatment. Depression and 
other serious mental illnesses are the most important 
causes of suicidal thoughts and actions. Some people may 
have a particularly high risk of having suicidal thoughts or 
actions including people who have (or have a family history 
of} bipolar illness (also called manic-depressive iliness) or 
suicidal thoughts or actions. 

How can | watch for and try to prevent suicidal 

thoughts and actions in myself or a family member? 

© Pay close attention to any changes, especially sudden 
changes, in mood, behaviors, thoughts, or feelings. This is 
very important when an antidepressant medicine is 
started or when the dose is changed. 

© Call the healthcare provider right away to report new or 
sudden changes in mood, behavior, thoughts, or feelings. 

* Keep all follow-up visits with the healthcare provider as 
scheduled. Call the healthcare provider between visits as 
needed, especially if you have concems about symptoms. 

Call a healthcare provider right away if you or your family 

member has any of the following symptoms, especially if 

they are new, worse, or worry you: 

* thoughts about suicide or dying, attempts to commit 
suicide, new or worse depression, new or worse anxiety, 
feeling very agitated or restless, panic attacks, trouble 
Sleeping (insomnia), new or worse irritability, acting 
aggressive, being angry, or violent, acting on dangerous 
impulses, an extreme increase in activity and talking 
(mania), other unusual changes in behavior or mood. 


What else do | need to know about antidepressant 

medicines? 

* Never stop an antidepressant medicine without first 
talking to a healthcare provider. Stopping an antidepressant 
medicine suddenly can cause other symptoms. 

¢ Antidepressants are medicines used to treat 
depression and other illnesses, It is important to discuss 
all the risks of treating depression and also the risks of not 
treating it. Patients and their families or other caregivers 
should discuss all treatment choices with the healthcare 
provider, not just the use of antidepressants. 

* Antidepressant medicines have other side effects. Talk 
to the healthcare provider about the side effects of the 
medicine prescribed for you or your family member. 

Antidepressant medicines can interact with other 
medicines. Know all of the medicines that you or your 
family member takes. Keep a list of all medicines to show 
the healthcare provider. Do not start new medicines without 
first checking with your healthcare provider. 

¢Not all antidepressant medicines prescribed for 
children are FDA approved for use in children. Talk to 
your child’s healthcare provider for more information. 


BONLY 


What is ABILIFY (aripiprazole)? 

ABILIFY is a prescription medicine used to treat: 

* major depressive disorder in adults, as an add-on 
treatment to an antidepressant medicine when you do not 
get better with an antidepressant alone. 

The symptoms of major depressive disorder (MDD) include 

feeling of sadness and emptiness, loss of interest in activities 

that you once enjoyed and loss of energy, problems focusing 
and making decisions, feeling of worthlessness or quilt, changes 
in sleep or eating pattems, and thoughts of death or suicide. 

What should | tell my healthcare provider before taking 

ABILIFY? 

bane taking ABILIFY, tell your healthcare provider if you have 

or had: 

© diabetes or high blood sugar in you or your family; your 
healthcare provider should check your blood sugar before 
you start ABILIFY and also during therapy. 

© seizures (convulsions). 

© low or high blood pressure. 

* heart problems or stroke. 

® pregnancy or plans to become pregnant. It is not known if 
ABILIFY will harm your unborn baby. 

© breast-feeding or plans to breast-feed. It is not known if 
ABILIFY will pass into your breast milk. You and your 
healthcare provider should decide if you will take ABILIFY or 
breast-feed. You should not do both, 

® low white blood cell count. 

© phenylketonuria. ABILIFY DISCMELT Orally Disintegrating 
Tablets contain phenylalanine. 

© any other medical conditions. 

Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines that 

you take or recently have taken, including prescription 

medicines, non-prescription medicines, herbal supplements, 
and vitamins. 

ABILIFY and other medicines may affect each other causing 

possible serious side effects. ABILIFY may affect the way 

other medicines work, and other medicines may affect how 

ABILIFY works. 

Your healthcare provider can tell you if it is safe to take 

ABILIFY with your other medicines. Do not start or stop any 

medicines while taking ABILIFY without talking to your 

healthcare provider first. Know the medicines you take. Keep 

a list of your medicines to show your healthcare provider and 

pharmacist when you get a new medicine. 

How should | take ABILIFY? 

© Take ABILIFY exactly as your healthcare provider tells you to 
take it. Do not change the dose or stop taking ABILIFY yourself. 

© ABILIFY can be taken with or without food. 

* ABILIFY tablets should be swallowed whole. 

© If you miss a dose of ABILIFY, take the missed dose as soon 
as you remember. If it is almost time for the next dose, just 
skip the missed dose and take your next dose at the regular 
time. Do not take two doses of ABILIFY at the same time. 

* If you take too much ABILIFY, call your healthcare provider 
or poison control center at 1-800-222-1222 right away, or 
go to the nearest hospital emergency room. 

What should | avoid while taking ABILIFY? 

*Do not drive, operate heavy machinery, or do other 
dangerous activities until you know how ABILIFY affects 
you. ABILIFY may make you drowsy. 

* Do not drink alcohol while taking ABILIFY. 

© Avoid getting over-heated or dehydrated. 

* Do not over-exercise. 

* In hot weather, stay inside in a cool place if possible. 

* Stay out of the sun. Do not wear too much or heavy clothing. 
¢ Drink plenty of water. 


What are the possible side effects of ABILIFY? 

Serious side effects have been reported with ABILIFY 

including: 

¢Neuroleptic malignant syndrome (NMS): Tell your 
healthcare provider right away if you have some or all of the 
following symptoms: high fever, stiff muscles, confusion, 
sweating, changes in pulse, heart rate, and blood pressure. 


These may be symptoms of a rare and serious condition 
that can lead to death. Call your healthcare provider right 
away if you have any of these symptoms, 

* High blood sugar (hyperglycemia): Increases in blood 
sugar can happen in some people who take ABILIFY 
(aripiprazole). Extremely high blood sugar can lead to coma 
or death. If you have diabetes or risk factors for diabetes 
(such as being overweight or a family history of diabetes), 
your healthcare provider should check your blood sugar 
before you start ABILIFY and during therapy. 

Call your healthcare provider if you have any of these 

symptoms of high blood sugar while taking ABILIFY: 

¢ feel very thirsty, need to urinate more than usual, feel very 
hungry, feel weak or tired, feel sick to your stomach, feel 
confused, or your breath smelis fruity. 

° Increase in weight: Weight gain has been reported in 
patients taking medicines like ABILIFY, so you and your 
healthcare provider should check your weight regularly. For 
children and adolescent patients (6 to 17 years of age) 
weight gain should be compared against that expected 
with normal growth. 

° Difficulty swallowing: may lead to aspiration and choking. 

* Tardive dyskinesia: Call your healthcare provider about 
any movements you cannot control in your face, tongue, or 
other body parts. These may be signs of a serious condition. 
Tardive dyskinesia may not go away, even if you stop taking 
ABILIFY. Tardive dyskinesia may also start after you stop 
taking ABILIFY. 

* Orthostatic hypotension (decreased blood pressure): 
lightheadedness or fainting when rising too quickly from a 
sitting or lying position. 

* Low white blood cell count 

¢ Seizures (convulsions) 

Common side effects with ABILIFY in adults include 

nausea, inner sense of restlessness/need to move (akathisia), 

vomiting, anxiety, constipation, insomnia, headache, 
restlessness, dizziness, 

These are not all the possible side effects of ABILIFY. For more 

information, ask your healthcare provider or pharmacist. 

Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. You 

may report side effects to FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 


General information about ABILIFY 

* Store ABILIFY at room temperature, between 59°F to 86°F. 
Opened bottles of ABILIFY Oral Solution can be used for up 
to 6 months after opening, but not beyond the expiration 
date on the bottle. Keep ABILIFY and all medicines out of 
the reach of children. 

* Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other 
than those listed in a Medication Guide. Do not use ABILIFY 
for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do not give 
ABILIFY to other people, even if they have the same 
condition. It may harm them. 

This summary contains the most important information 
about ABILIFY. If you would like more information, talk with 
your healthcare provider. For more information about 
ABILIFY visit www.abilify.com. 

Tablets manufactured by Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co, Ltd, Tokyo, 

pl in Japan or Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 


Orally Disintegrating Tablets, Oral Solution, and Injection manufactured 
by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 USA 


Distributed and marketed by Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc, 
Rockville, MD 20850 USA 


Marketed by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 USA 
ABILIFY is a trademark of Otsuka Pharmaceutical Company. 


& Bristol-Myers Squibb 


@oisuca Otsuka America Pharmaceutical, Inc. 
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© 2012, Otsuka Pharmaceutical Co, Ltd, Tokyo, 101-8535 Japan 
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DENTON AND HATCHER ON COUCH: DANNY FELD/ABC; SHERIDAN AND DENTON, DENTON AND HATCHER: RON TOM/ABC (2) 


NEWS AND NOTES 


What’s Goi 
on Behind’ 
the Scenes 


James Denton 
and Teri Hatcher 


James Denton Happy 
With Housewives Exit 


DON’T CRY FOR James Denton. 
Sure, his Desperate Housewives 
character, Mike Delfino, met a 
shocking demise in the show's 
March 11 episode—and the news did 
leak out early, via testimony in the 
Nicollette Sheridan wrongful ter- 
mination trial in LA.—but the actor 
sees the sexy plumber’s offing as a 
good thing. “Delfino gets this really 
big exit, and I’m free for pilot sea- 
son,’ asmiling Denton tells EW. “It’s 
the best gift | could have gotten.” 
When Marc Cherry, creator of the 
ABC dramedy, pulled aside Denton, 
49, last December to tell him of the 


plot twist, “I was biting the inside 
of my cheek trying not to crack up,” 
the actor says. “It’s fantastic for me.” 
After worrying for seven seasons, 
Denton figured that his character 
was finally in the clear since he'd 
made it to the show's final season. 
“That was the first time Marc has 
ever given me the ‘we need to talk’ 
line,” Denton says, “and | didn’t think it 
was me getting killed.” 

Denton’s biggest concern with 
his character's death, in fact, wasn’t 
even himself—he was most worried 
about how onscreen wife Teri 
Hatcher, who plays Housewife 


Denton 
and Hatcher 


Susan, would react. “Il asked them to 
let me tell her,” he says. “Her imme- 
diate reaction was she got teared 
up and she said, ‘You know what? 
| realize this is good for you, so I’m 
okay with it’ It does suck for Teri. It’s 
going to be hard for her to play any 
comedy for the last six episodes.” 
The manner in which Delfino met 
his maker—shot in cold blood by a 
loan shark on the front porch of his 
house—was “brilliant,’ Denton says. 
“| remember lying on the threshold 
with the blood pouring out of me, 
looking up at the top of the porch. 
I've been there for over eight years, 
and I've done so many scenes on 
that porch,” he continues. “As an 
actor, you just hope people care.” 
For her part, Hatcher was unhappy 
with the story line. “I've got to be hon- 
est, | think it was a bad idea,” Hatcher 
tells EW. “It’s sad to me that Susan— 
who started the series as a single, 
unloved mother—ends now in the 
same Way.” —TANNER STRANSKY 
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NEWS AND NOTES INSIDER 


MORE ON EW.COM > For more movie and TV news, go to insidemovies.ew.com es> & insidetv.ew.com @/ A 
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The Walking Dead's 


Jon Bernthal 


Jon Bernthal on His Walking Dead Shocker 


AMC’S THE WALKING DEAD \ost another 
key player this week when loose cannon Shane 
was killed, came back as a zombie, and was 
then killed again. Now the man who played 
him, Jon Bernthal, 35, talks about his final 
Scene and what's up next. —DALTON ROSS 


So after spending almost two seasons trying 
to take out zombies, how did it feel to switch 
sides and play for the other team, if only for 
a few seconds? 

| didn’t even realize that | was playing a zombie 
until | was playing it. There was a lot of discus- 
sion going back and forth, a lot of arguing going 
back and forth on what that last scene actually 
should be—between myself and Andy [Lincoln] 
and the writers. And everybody kind of got their 
own little say in what that last scene 
actually was. But then at the very end 
| realized, now you gotta go play a 
zombie! | never even thought about 
that. Then all of a sudden I've got 
these contacts on, | can’t see 
anything, and I’m a zombie. And 

I'm like, “| don’t know how to do 
this! What do you do?” 

Shane to me always seemed 

like a good guy who cracked 
under the pressure of having 

to make some very difficult 
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decisions in very difficult circumstances. 
There's this constant sort of self-evaluation 
process that's saying, This is what you have to 
do, this is the right thing to do, this is the way 
you need to survive in this world. But at the 
same time there's this voice inside him, looking 
at himself, saying, Look at what you've become, 
man. What are you doing? And | think Rick 
[played by Lincoln] is that voice. Nobody knows 
this guy as well as his best friend does. Rick is 
really trying to communicate with that real per- 
son, that good guy who Shane once was. And 
the fact that Rick is able to, at the end, get the 
knife and kill him—I think that means that in 
some ways, he did really appeal to the real guy, 
the kernel of who Shane really is, rather than 
this monster that’s almost swallowed him up. 


And now you get to work with former 
Walking Dead showrunner Frank 
Darabont again, playing World 

War Il hero-turned-LAPD cop 

Joe Teague on his new TNT show 
L.A. Noir. Tell me about that. 

It's about the struggle for the soul 

of America’s most seductive city. 

| told Frank I'd follow him anywhere. 
It was the honor of my career to 
work with him, and whatever he 
makes, | believe in and I'm behind. 
| just don’t want to screw it up. = 


is 
returning to ABC 
to costar (along 
with ) 


in 5 
next drama for 
the network, 
Devious Maids. 


NBCis partnering 
with YouTube to 
offer online video 
from the London 
Summer Olym- 
pics. YouTube 
will promote 
NBCOlympics.com 
onits homepage, 
and NBC will use 
YouTube video 
players onits site. 


Starz is adding 
some Roman leg- 
ends to Spartacus 

for season 3: 
Julius Caesar will 
be played by 

Aussie TV'S 
,and 

Marcus Crassus 

by Brit TV actor 


Logo announced 
plans for All Stars: 
RuPaul's Drag 
Race, with past 
queens vying for 
the ultimate title: 
it will air this fall. 


at : 
. 4 RuPaul 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


MOVIES 


Greta Gerwig 


Flies Solo 
What do you do when 
your whole world gets 
turned upside down? In 
the comedy Lola Versus 
(premiering at the 
Tribeca Film Festival on 
April 24; opens nation- 
wide this summer), 
Lola (Gerwig, left) 
adjusts to the singlelife 
after being dumped by 
her fiancé, played by The 
Killing’s Joel Kinnaman 
(right). “It’s acoming- 
of-age story for 30- 
year-olds," he says. — 


. -Sara vores 


TV 


Eric McCormack 


Returns to TV 

After his ad drama Trust Me 

lasted only one season on 

TNT, Will & Grace alum 

McCormack is back at the 

network with the character 

drama Perception. This time, 

he’s playing schizophrenic 

neuroscience professor 

Dr. Daniel Pierce, who 

moonlights with the FBI. 

“| think of it as A Beautiful 

Mind meets Columbo,” 

McCormack explains. “It’s 

a throwback to Columbo's 

mystery.” —Tanner Stransky 
MORE ON EW.COM For 
additional sneak peeks, 

® go to ew.com/firstlook 
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STEVEN TYLER 7: 


OF AEROSMITH 


YOU'LL PERFORM LIVE AT 
THE 
PLAYBOY MANSION 


ee * A 5 DAY EXPERIENCE 
TO LIVE YOUR 
ROCK AND ROLE DREAMS 


JAM & RECORD 


WitEE ROCK STARS EROM 


PLAYBOY MANSION CONCERT 


AVAILABLE BY VISITING 


MUSICIANS OF ALL LEVELS WELCOME! Ask about our Rock n Roll Fantasy Camp Corporate Programs 


SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER AT FOR MORE INFO CALL = 
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TO GET ROCKSTAR LINEUP UPDATES! PRODUCED BY DAVID FISHOF 


MONITOR = 


Bobbi Kristina: 
Life After Whitney 


Speaking out for the first time since Whitney Houston's 
sudden passing in February at age 48, her daughter, Bobbi 
Kristina Brown, appeared on Oprah’s Next Chapter to talk 

about life without her mom. On March 11, Brown—who 
was briefly hospitalized for stress and anxiety following the 
death—told Winfrey that she’s doing “as good as | possibly 
can’ and claimed that Houston's spirit still visits her, turning 
the lights on and off to show that she’s still there. “I can hear 
her voice telling me to keep moving, baby, | gotcha,” said 

the 19-year-old, who joined Houston’s brother Gary and her 
sister-in-law/manager Patricia on the 90-minute OWN 
special. “She's always with me.” Brown (who, according to 
TMZ, is reportedly considering changing her name to 
Kristina Houston, to distance herself from her troubled dad, 
Bobby Brown) also revealed that she plans to follow in her 
mother’s footsteps. Last year, she recorded herself perform- 
ing Adele's “Someone Like You” and posted it on YouTube, 
and she's reportedly searching for a record deal. “| have to 
carry on the legacy,” she told Winfrey. “We're gonna do the 
singing thing. Some acting, some dancing.” —MELISSA MAERZ 


BIRTHS 
Radio host Alexis 
Stewart, 46—the 
daughter of Martha 
hm  Stewart—welcomed 
ason, Truman, via 
surrogate on March 6. 
Alexis also has a 
daughter, Jude, 1. 
IT’S OFFICIAL AILING 
After months of MARRIED John Mayer, 34, 
speculation, Olivier Dick Van Dyke, announced March 10 


away on March 10 
after a battle with 
cancer. He was 73... 


singer Jimmy Ellis, 
who performed with 


Martinez, 46, 86, wed girlfriend that he would “take 
confirmed his Arlene Silver,40,0n — anindefinite break 
engagement to Feb. 29 in Malibu. from live perform- 


Halle Berry, 45. “Yes, 
of course it’s true,” 
he told The Miami 
Herald March 10... 
Sienna Miller, 30, 
also confirmed that 
she is expecting her 
first child with her 
boyfriend, actor 
Tom Sturridge, 26. 


SPLITS 

Kimberly Buffington- 
Quaid filed for divorce 
from her husband of 
seven years, Dennis 
Quaid, 57, on March 2. 
They will share 
custody of their 
4-year-old twins. 


ing” due toa 
granuloma on his 
vocal cords. 


DEATHS 

French comics artist 
Jean “Moebius” 
Giraud, whose work 
helped inspire the 
design of films like 


the Trammps, died 
of Alzheimer’s 
complications on 
March 8 at the age 
of 74.... Songwriter 
Robert Sherman, 
who penned tracks 
for films like Mary 
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Whitney Houston 
and Bobbi Kristina 
Brown in 2011; 
(inset) Brown with 
Oprah Winfrey 


Poppins and Chitty 
Chitty Bang Bang, 
died on March 5 

of natural causes. 
He was 86. 

—Grady Smith, with 
additional reporting 
by Jason Clark 
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RETURN 


Returning for its 
second season, 
HBOs fantasy hit 
GAME OF 
THRONES is 
sexier, bloodier, 
and more epic than 
ever. (And it’s not 
just for nerds 
anymore.) 

By JAMES HIBBERD 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
IAN DERRY 
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ight we see the dragons?” asks the Spice King. 

Daenerys Targaryen stands on a sunbaked 
hilltop outside the city gates, considering the 
request. Streaked with dirt, her lips cracked, 
clothes in tatters, she’s the exhausted leader of a 
warrior tribe that’s been wandering the desert 
wasteland for months. She has three priceless dragons, true, but they’re 
just vulnerable infants—easy to kill, or steal. 

“If you don’t let us in,” she says, “all of us will die.” 

“Which we shall deeply regret,” he replies. 

In a nearby tent, Game of Thrones executive producer Dan Weiss intently 
watches Emilia Clarke, the 23-year-old British actress playing Daenerys 
who barely had any professional experience before being cast on HBO’s 
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CLARKE, TURNER, BLANE, GLEESON: PAUL SCHIRALDI/HBO (4) 


HEMPSTEAD-WRIGHT AND NAIRN: HELEN SLOAN/HBO; 


breakout fantasy series. The production team is gathered in 
the Croatian mountains outside Dubrovnik, having con- 
structed a massive, ancient-looking gateway. “We really 
need to sell that if she doesn’t get into the city, she’s truly 
screwed,” Weiss explains. 

Back on the summit, Daenerys’ weary desperation slowly 
turns to anger. She’s not going to show this jerk her dragons. 
Instead, she gives him some fire-breathing fury of her own. 
“When my dragons are grown, they will take back what was 
stolen from me and destroy those who have wronged me,” 
she warns. “We will lay waste to armies and we will burn 
cities to the ground. Turn us away and we will burn you first!” 

Weiss smiles, and praises her ferocity. Later, Clarke 
explains that shooting in the stifling temperatures helped 
her channel the dragon queen’s despair. With her long dark 
hair crammed under Daenerys’ blond wig, the actress had 
even suffered heat exhaustion the day before. “It helps being 


(Clockwise from 
left) Clarke as the 
struggling dragon 
queen Daenerys; 
Isaac Hempstead- 
Wright as Bran 
Stark and Kristian 
Nairn as his faithful 
servant Hodor; 
Nicholas Blane as 
the Spice King; Jack 
Gleeson as cruel 
King Joffrey; and 
Sophie Turner as 
the reluctantly be- 
trothed Sansa Stark 


in really extreme environments,” Clarke says, “because 
you're just battling everything.” 

That phrase—battling everything—could have been the 
mantra for Game of Thrones’ second season on screen and off. 


OOO 


At fir st, ratings weren't exactly epic. Based on 
New Mexico novelist George R.R. Martin’s fantasy-book series 
A Song of Ice and Fire, Game of Thrones follows the brutal quest 
for power among several ruling families in a sprawling mythical 
kingdom. Its initial 10-episode series order was considered a 
risky move for a premium network best known for contempo- 
rary shows like The Sopranos and Sex and the City. Though the 
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sexy vampire drama True Blood proved that a supernatural | 


series could succeed on the network, the high-fantasy genre 
was still considered so...so...nerdy. Television’s last hit fantasy 
series was the syndicated Xena: Warrior Princess, and no TV 
show had ever pulled off combining swords, sorcery, and 
R-rated sex and violence. When Thrones premiered to lavish 
critical praise last April, the network granted it a quick renewal. 
“Our biggest goal is passionate engagement,” says HBO 
programming chief Michael Lombardo. “And Thrones has 
rabidly passionate viewers.” (HBO, like EW, is a division of 
Time Warner.) But only about 2.2 million people tuned in for 
the initial airing, which isn’t so hot when a network spends a 
reported $50-60 million on a project. (Boardwalk Empire, by 
comparison, debuted to an audience of 4.8 million.) 

Then something strange happened. Fueled by word-of- 


mouth buzz, Thrones’ ratings went up. And up. Martin’s novels | 


leaped onto best-seller lists, moving a staggering 8.4 million 
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copies in 2011, including his newest Song 
of Ice and Fire installment, A Dance With 
Dragons. The show even impressed the 
stuffy ranks of Emmy voters, scoring 18 
nominations, including best drama, and 
a win for Peter Dinklage’s swaggering 
turn as sharp-witted dwarf Tyrion 
Lannister. Counting repeats, DVR, and 
on-demand playback, Thrones’ first season 
has now tallied 9.3 million viewers per 
episode. The acclaim transformed the 
cast into objects of fan worship, even 
beyond the feverish halls of Comic-Con, 
where the group was greeted like 
conquering heroes last summer. Taking 
a break from shooting season 2, Clarke 
was on the streets of Dubrovnik when a 
young stranger made a beeline toward 
her. “I thought he was going to ask for 
directions,” she says. “And he goes, ‘You 
are my khaleesi!... Mother of dragons!’” 
Dinklage too found himself reeling from 
the fan-tensity. “One woman said she 
named her daughter [after the Thrones 
character] Sansa,” he recalls. “I didn’t 
know what to say about that.” 

If Thrones’ first year was considered 
a creative gamble, the second season 
demanded that HBO and producers 
double down: The new chapter has a 
larger cast, a more complex story, and 
an array of new exotic locations that 
required several production units often 
shooting simultaneously across three 
countries. There are more dragons, CGI- 
enhanced “direwolves” (played by real wolves this time 
instead of dogs), and a massive climactic battle. All of which 
called for a boosted budget—and getting that wasn’t easy 
either. “There’s so many characters and locations and story 
lines, so many things that are atypical in television—and for 
good reason,” says Weiss, who writes for the show along with 
fellow exec producer David Benioff. “You could do this show 
relatively easily with twice the money that we have, then after 


| a couple great seasons it’d collapse under its own weight 


and cease to exist.” Which is, incidentally, pretty much what 
happened to Rome, HBO’s last attempt at staging an epic. 
Based on the second book in Martin’s series, the 768-page 
A Clash of Kings, season 2 begins with this “simple” setup: 
After the death of King Robert Baratheon (Mark Addy), his 
surviving brothers, Renly (Gethin Anthony) and Stannis 
(Stephen Dillane), are staking rival claims to rule the land of 
Westeros. Though Renly has a larger army, Stannis is aided 
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Get Your Head in the Game 


Yes, winter is coming, but not before season 2 premieres (April 1 at 9 p.m.). To help you catch up, 
here's a guide to what's happened—and what's next—for the key players. —RAY RAHMAN 
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TYWIN LANNISTER 


CHARLES DANCE 


impossibly rich and preoccupied with his legacy, the 
devious head of the golden-haired house leads the fight 
against the rebels. His latest maneuver was installing 
the sharper of his two sons in the King’s Court. 
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TYRION 
LANNISTER 
PETER 
DINKLAGE 


The reviled 
dwarf brother 
ascended to the 
seat of the Hand 
of the King. But 
can he rein in his 
nephew Joffrey’s 
tyranny and 
retain his power? 
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PRINCESS 
MYRCELLA 
BARATHEON 
AIMEE 
RICHARDSON 
Innocent and 
pretty, she’s 
her sibling 
parents’ only 
daughter. 


JAIME 
LANNISTER 
NIKOLAJ 
COSTER-WALDAU 
Known for slaying 
kings and hearts, 
the fortunate son 
is less known for 
his romance with 
twin sister Cersei. 
Captured at 
battle by Robb, 
he's nowa 
prisoner of the 
Starks. 


QUEEN CERSEI 
BARATHEON 
LENA HEADEY 


The incestuous 
Queen Regent 
loves her twin 

brother and their 

children, loathes 
everyone else, 

including Tyrion. 
But even she’s 

struggling to 

keep her rogue 

son King Joffrey 

in check. 


KING PRINCE 
JOFFREY TOMMEN 
BARATHEON BARATHEON 

JACK CALLUM 
GLEESON WHARRY 
The cruel, pet- Jaime and 
ulant Boy King Cersel's 
sparked a war youngest 
by beheading sonis yet 
Ned Stark in another 
front of Sansa, _ potential heir 
andvowedto to the throne. 
have Robb’s 
head ona 
pike as well. 
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RENLY 
BARATHEON 
GETHIN ANTHONY 
Robert's youngest 
brother has a 
large army to 
back up his claim 
to the crown. 
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KING ROBERT 
BARATHEON 
MARK ADDY 


Heavy was 
the head 
that wore the 
crown, but 
heavier was his 
gut. The drunk 
and disorderly 
despot’s death 
put the hotly 
contested throne 
to Westeros 
in play. 


STANNIS 
BARATHEON 
STEPHEN 
DILLANE 


Anew addition 
for season 2, 
Robert's sibling 
considers him- 
self the rightful 
heir—but his 
stern ways aren't 
likely to win him 
as many fans as 
his ambitious 
brother, Renly. 


VISERYS 
TARGARYEN 
HARRY LLOYD 
The exiled prince died when 
brother-in-law Drogo “crowned” 


him with boiling gold. 
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KHAL DROGO 
JASON MOMOA 
The brutish Dothraki leader 
pledged to aid Daenerys in claim- 
ing her crown and Westeros, but 
his death left her mostly alone. 


DAENERYS TARGARYEN 
EMILIA CLARKE 
With her brother and husband 
dead, the princess and khaleesi 
hatched a few dragons to help in 
her quest for the throne. 


CATELYN STARK EDDARD STARK 
MICHELLE FAIRLEY SEAN BEAN 
Protective and proud, the widowed The principled patriarch from the 
mother has become Robb’s north, also Known as Ned, was 


beheaded by teen tyrant Joffrey. 


<A 


adviser in the not-so-civil war. 


BRAN STARK 


ISAAC JON SNOW 
RICHARD HEMPSTEAD- KIT HARINGTON 
MADDEN WRIGHT Ned's bastard, a 
The brooding | Betrothed The injured skilled, sensitive 
“King of the | to—and held son rules soldier of the Night's 
North” leads | hostage by— Winterfell Watch, was sent 
the rebellion. | King Joffrey. | while Robb’s north of the Wall to 
away. find his uncle. 


ARYA RICKON 
STARK STARK 
MAISIE ART 

WILLIAMS PARKINSON 
The feisty Like Bran, the 
girlisonthe youngest son 
lamdressed dreams of his 
as a boy. dead dad. 


March 23, 2012 EW.COM | 33 


KK Game of Thrones 


by a mysterious redheaded sorceress named Melisandre 
(Carice van Houten). Also vying for power: naval lord Balon 
Greyjoy (Patrick Malahide); the handsome, noble Robb Stark 
(Richard Madden), out to avenge his father’s death; and 
determined dragon queen Daenerys. But to rule the kingdom, 
one must first unseat the current king, Joffrey Baratheon 
(Jack Gleeson), a terrifyingly psychotic teen who doesn’t 
realize he’s the illegitimate incestuous offspring of his 
devious mother, Queen Cersei (Lena Headey), and her brutal 
brother Jaime (Nikolaj Coster-Waldau). 

Oh, and we’re also following dour-hunk bastard Jon Snow 
(Kit Harington) as he treks across the frozen northern 
wilderness, discovering an inbred house of horrors; and his 
half sister Arya Stark (Maisie Williams), who’s hiding from 
Joffrey’s thugs while traveling incognito as a boy. 

It’s enough scheming, deception, and fighting for a dozen 
TV shows (or a few Harry Potter novels). The only ingredient 
missing was something that most networks would consider 
crucial: a widely known, marketable star like Sean Bean, 
who graced the first season’s ad campaign. Bean’s honorable 
patriarch Ned Stark was beheaded in front of his young 


daughters near the end of the first season, a move that 
shocked even HBO executives. “I did not know the ride we’d 
be going on in season 1,” admits Lombardo, who discovered 
the plot twist after ordering the pilot. “But by the time we 
picked up the show, I was invested in all the characters. And 
one of the characters that popped most was Tyrion.” 


ial Lu) 


The crowd stares atPeter Dinklage. 

He strides across the castle’s terrace as Tyrion Lannister, 
his battle armor scuffed, gleefully crashing his nephew 
Joffrey’s birthday party. The boy king, stunned, says he 
assumed Tyrion was dead. “Death is so boring,” says Tyrion 
with his usual dry amusement, “especially now with so much 
excitement in the world.” 

If the new season has a main character, it’s Tyrion, who's 
been dispatched to help Joffrey manage the kingdom—a gig 
whose danger is matched by its perks. “He’s been treated very 
poorly, and now if somebody calls him a name, he can have 
them killed,” Dinklage says between takes. “So he’s like, 
‘Hmm...looks like I can get revenge on all those high school 
kids who made fun of me.” 


Coster-Waldau 


Standing in for the mythical Red Keep is Croatia’s seaside 
Fort Lovrijenac, an imposing structure the Thrones team can 
access only by climbing 175 stone steps. Dinklage helps pass out 
fruit to parched crew members, which probably isn’t your 
everyday on-the-job behavior for an Emmy-winning star. “You 
get that out of your head once you're back on the set,” Dinklage 
says of the award. “I like to think it doesn’t soften you.” 

We'll also see more of the diabolical Cersei and her sinister 
spawn Joffrey. “With his coronation, his malicious deeds 
amplify tenfold,” promises Gleeson, whose character’s tyranny 
leads to a disturbing execution in the second episode that will 
test even his mother’s devotion. Adds Headey of Cersei: “You 
get a real glimpse into her guilt as a mother and her fear of 
what she’s created.... We get to see more of her unraveling.” 

These beats are familiar to readers of Martin’s best-sellers. 
Yet many other scenes this season—including Daenerys’ 
confrontation at the city gates—will surprise die-hard fans. 
Jaime Lannister was captured near the end of the first season 


and spends the second novel imprisoned, but don’t expect that _| 


story line to play out the way it does in the book. “Hey, you 
can’t just bench me, what the hell is that?” Coster-Waldau 
jokes. “But it makes sense for the journey that Jaime’s on. He’s 
not in a happy place.” Likewise, Robb Stark receives scant 


Dinklage 


pages in Clash, but producers are bringing a forbidden 
romance involving him to the foreground. “If we didn’t have 
Richard Madden on the show, teenage girls everywhere would 
abandon us en masse,” Weiss quips. Producers won't say 
whether that means fans will see Madden in the buff this 
season during one of Thrones’ infamous scenes of “sexposition” 
(noun: the strategic use of sexual activity to make expository 
dialogue more lively), though viewers can look forward to at 
least one returning character getting naked for the first time. 

As much as producers have been willing to depart from 
Martin’s source material, however, there’s one sequence that 
Weiss and Benioff desperately wanted to render faithfully: a 
battle so enormous, it seemed impossible to shoot. 


OOO 


“As great as the first season was, there were a 
few things that were a little problematic,” says Martin, a co- 
exec producer who occasionally writes for the HBO adaptation 
of his novels. “One of them was the absence of battles.” 

A wartime sequence had, in fact, been planned for the final 
episode of Thrones’ first season. But it was scrapped in favor of 
aless costly strategy, one that TV series have used for decades 


Clarke 
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when staging a large conflict: Show the run-up and after- 
math, but not the actual fight. But that technique wasn’t going 
to work this time around. “This season is about a country at 
war,” says Benioff. “And we felt like if we didn’t see the most 
important battle of this entire war on screen, we’re going to 
shortchange viewers.” 

As told in Clash, the climactic Battle of the Blackwater 
(logistical-spoiler alert!) takes place at a castle. And on land. 
Andat sea. There are ships. There are explosions. It’s basically 
a film producer’s worst nightmare, let alone anyone trying to 
stage the event for TV. While Weiss and Benioff pride them- 
selves on finding creative solutions to budget issues (“One 
really powerful image can be stronger than six merely good 
images,” Weiss says), this obstacle had only one solution: “We 
had to go begging,” Benioff says candidly, “cap in hand, several 
times.” The duo didn’t get as much cash as they wanted (the 
show’s budget rose 15 percent overall this year), but they credit 
HBO for never once asking if wartime scenes would increase 
ratings. “[The conversation] was all about why this story 
needs this big battle,” Benioff says. Adds HBO’s Lombardo: 
“All of it’s on the screen. David and Dan are not only talented 
writers but they’re nimble, and I think we’ve figured it out.” 

The result is a massive battle 
scripted by Martin himself, largely 
shot in a quarry in Northern Ireland. 
The sequence could run “at least half 
an episode,” Weiss says. While most 
hour-long TV dramas are filmed in less 
than 10 days, the Blackwater episode 
took about a month of wet, muddy 
night shoots. Dinklage in particular 
was pummeled by the elements. 
Says Weiss, “Peter didn’t have to act 
tired because by 5 a.m. he’s had 41- 
degree rain pouring on him for eight 
hours straight.” 


TABLET EXTRAS 
Find more exclusive 
photos of Game of 
Thrones on EW's 
tablet edition. For 
information on down- 
loading the app, go to 
ew.com/allaccess 
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(Clockwise 
from left) 
Behind the 
scenes of 
Thrones: 
Richard 
Madden on 
the field; 
Headey takes 
a break for 
hair and 
makeup; and 
Gleeson has 
his crown 
adjusted 


Yet Belfast wasn’t the chilliest location during the season 2 
shoot. Nor was the heat in Croatia the most extreme weather 
endured by the cast. Did we mention...the blizzard? For Jon 
Snow’s adventures north of the Wall, producers decided that 
fake snow (as relied on last season) wasn’t sufficient to 
capture the icy wasteland described in Martin’s novels. So 
they flew the team to Iceland (and for those keeping track in 
this story, that’s country No. 3). There, a snowstorm 
hammered the production, and scenes were sometimes 
ruined when actors’ faces would frost over within seconds. 
“Tt was guerrilla filmmaking,” recalls Harington, who says 
he nonetheless reveled in the frigid conditions. “There was a 
moment when we were all on a frozen lake—you could hear 
this huge crack, and we all had to run off.” 

But the struggles will be worthwhile if Thrones comes 
roaring back to another round of praise, awards, and, perhaps, 
an even bigger audience when it premieres (April 1 at 9 p.m.). 
The producers are itching to dive into Martin’s fan-favorite 
third novel, which they plan to split into two seasons. HBO 
executives suspect that like Daenerys’ dragons, Thrones 
could grow into a monster, and they assure that the series 
would have to “fall off a cliff” not to get renewed. While Weiss 
and Benioff appreciate the network’s confidence, they take 
nothing for granted. On the scenic Croatian hilltop, Weiss 
gestures toward the sea. “We got a cliff right here.” m 
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ONE QUICK scan of 
the parking lot, and it’s 
immediately clear which 
vehicle belongs to Woody 
Harrelson. Squatting 
magnificently amid a grid 
of clean, white cigarette- 
carton-shaped trailers— 
each likely sucking up 
more electricity thana 

Slecent-size car Wea 


The _ 


the Seiish medium, 
and looking like 
something Ken Kesey 
would have approved of. 
At one point, it was a 


DY 


smog-belching emissary 
of the Chicago Transit 
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The Hunger Games, feels plain wrong to refer 
Hollywood's mellowest star to him as anything else— 


has reinvented it as a 
Is suddenly everywhere solar-paneled, biodiesel- 
|. fueled, hemp-interior 

friend to Mother Earth. 
It has accompanied 
him on numerous film 
shoots over the past 
ll years, and like his home 
in Maui, its main goal is 
to conserve energy. 


K 
E 
| 
+ 
H 


5 \/ 
T 
A 
S 
K 
| 
E 
Ww? 
| 
C 
Z 


2 
=y 


= 


Right now, that’s Woody’s goal, too. 

“You don’t mind if I lie down, do ya?” 
he asks, his ingratiating drawl—the 
verbal equivalent of a conspiratorial 
wink—making it impossible to say no. 
“Whoo, man, am I exhausted!” 

He’d have to be. Last month saw the 
release of Rampart, a small gut-punch of 
a drama in which he gives a pressure- 
cooker performance as a terminally 
corrupt cop. Then came Game Change, 
HBO’s political docudrama about the 
2008 presidential campaign, followed 
by The Hunger Games, the hopeful fran- 
chise starter, out March 23, which has 
him playing Haymitch Abernathy, the 
whiskey-pickled mentor to Katniss 
Everdeen. Now Woody’s here in New 
Orleans making yet another film—Now 
You See Me, a heist flick about a troupe 
of bank-robbing illusionists, costarring 
Jesse Eisenberg, Michael Caine, Isla 
Fisher, and Mark Ruffalo—and he’s 
currently taking a break in the middle of 
what's shaping up to be a long, tiring day 
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of shooting. Once horizontal on the 
stack of blue cushions he’d been sitting 
on, the 50-year-old actor lets out a con- 
tented sigh. “Thanks, man, I needed 
that,” he says. “My natural tendency is 
towards laziness and indolence. I’m 
really a slacker at heart.” 

If that’s the case, he’s been pretty bad 
at it lately. 


“VE NEVER REALLY 
BEEN THE MAN 
WITH THE PLAN” 


To an outsider glancing over his filmog- 
raphy, Woody’s career appears to be 
governed by little rhyme or reason, and 
it’s true there hasn’t been much. “I’ve 
never really been the man with the 
plan,” he says. “I would just take it as it 
comes. I still do.” That’s why the lovably 
doltish bartender from Cheers hung up 
his apron to massacre his way cross- 
country a year later in Natural Born 
Killers. It’s also why the famously 


outspoken antiauthoritarian activist 
ended up portraying both an LAPD 
officer and a Republican Party operative 
in the span of a month. “Being a happy 
hippie from Hawaii, you can understand 
why it might be hard for me to play 
those parts,” he laughs. “I’m not sure 
which was harder. No, wait, probably 
the Republican.” 

As McCain staffer Steve Schmidt in 
Game Change, one of Woody’s greatest 
challenges was to utter, in earnest, that 
Dick Cheney is “very misunderstood”— 
a sequence of words that, given the 
actor’s political beliefs, caught in his 
throat like a chicken bone. “You’ve pin- 
pointed the hardest line I’ve ever had to 
say,” he says, grinning rakishly. “It’s like, 
‘Woody, this is the 122nd take. Even 
David Fincher doesn’t do that many. 
Can you please just get that line?’” 

Getting into the character of 
Haymitch, the walking hangover from 
The Hunger Games, was less of a stretch. 
He based his appearance on that of his 
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brother. “We were riding up to his house 
together on our motorcycles. When he 
took off his helmet, he had this long hair 
and this scruffy face, and I was like, 
‘That’s it! That’s Haymitch Abernathy!” 


“VE NEVER 
BEEN A MARIJUANA 
ACTIVIST, EVER” 


Here in New Orleans, on the set of Now 
You See Me, Woody is playing a mentalist, 
and I ask if he’s learned any good party 
tricks. “Well,” he says, rolling the word in 
his mouth like a toothpick, “what ifI said 
I knew all of your questions before you 
even asked them?” He’s joking, but as with 
many of his jokes, there’s a particulate of 
truth. Later, when I ask him about his sup- 
port of marijuana legalization, he rolls 
his eyes and hangs his head in a way that 
seems to say, “Here we go again...” “I’ve 
never been a marijuana activist, ever,” he 
says. “I was painted that way. Do I think 
it should be legal? Of course. But I used 
to be more into it before anyone knew I 
was into it. Then the moment I was open 
about it, my God, it’s been relentless.” 

He admits that even the activist pur- 
suits he does care about, such as 
environmental protection, have suffered 
due to a combination of a heavy workload 
and a certain amount of disillusionment. 
“Lately I’ve been having this feeling like 
maybe nothing really changes,” he says 
seriously, before adding, “but hopefully 
maybe that’s gonna change. And at the 
very least, I can still make sure that I 
walk my talk. You know, pay attention to 
my waste stream.” 

He starts to talk about how he’s 
enjoying himself in New Orleans, but he 
suddenly jumps 
up mid-sentence. 
“What is that right 
there?” he exclaims, 
fully awake now, 
bounding up to the 
front of the bus and 
gazing up out the 
windshield. “Right 
up in the sky, right 
there?” A multi- 
colored speck is 
moving briskly over 


the city skyline. “Is that a plane? It’s 
got all these colors. That’s so bizarre. 
No, wait, I think it’s actually a bunch of 
balloons. It’s a bunch of balloons 
together. It’s really moving, ain’t it? [ll be 
damned. Looks like about 10, 12 balloons 
all strung together. Somebody must 
have accidentally let them go. I bet 
they’re sad about that.” 


“WAKE UP, HAVE A 
SMOOTHIE, TAKE MY 
KID TO SCHOOL” 


As busy as he is, Woody knows he’s got it 
good. He describes his existence as the 
life of Riley and insists he doesn’t want 
to come across “like I’m warming up for 
‘Movie Star Blues in A-Flat Minor’ ” 
Indeed, his day-to-day at home in 
Hawaii, where he lives with his wife, 
Laura Louie, and their three daughters 
(ages 19, 15, and 5), seems an idyll that 
really does make you wonder what is 
inspiring him to keep on working. 
“Generally, there’s no plot to it,” he says 
of his life there. “Wake up, have a 
smoothie, take my kid to school, maybe 
go kitesurfing, then play some soccer 
later, have dinner with friends, maybe 
hang out with Willie if he’s on-island.” 
Willie is Willie Nelson, the eldest 
member of Woody's coterie of Texas-born, 


(From top) Harrelson 
in Rampart; with 
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Game Change 


supremely mellow buds that also 
includes actors Matthew McConaughey 
and Owen Wilson. “The thing about 
Woody is he’s vegan and environmental 
and all that,” says Wilson, “but not in 
that dogmatic way. You can still see the 
kid who grew up in Texas and Ohio 
there. Even though he’ll never eat a 
burger, he’s still the kind of guy you feel 
you could have one with.” 

His Game Change costar Julianne 
Moore agrees. “I don’t think I know of 
anyone who's not friends with Woody,” 
Moore says. “Once you’ve met him, he’s 
a friend of yours. He’ll make friends in 
the restaurant, he’ll make friends in the 
hotel, he makes friends everywhere.” 


“TM REALLY 
THINKING ABOUT 
TAKING A BREAK” 


Given how adored he is, on screen and 
off, it’s surprising that he had gone 
nearly a decade without a high-profile 
starring role until 2009’s double feature 
of Zombieland and The Messenger, which 
earned him his second Academy Award 
nomination (after The People vs. Larry 
Flynt)—and led to this jam-packed 2012. 

Despite the career upswing, Woody 
says this might be his last film with the 
bus before he retires it to Willie Nelson’s 
ranch in Texas. The actor too is looking 
for a bit of a breather. “I think it’s com- 
ing time for me to chill out,” he admits, 
yawning a little even as he says it. “I 
don’t want to work anymore. I’m really 
thinking about taking a break.” It’s hard 
to tell whether this will actually come to 
pass, especially considering his own 
admitted difficulty saying no and the 
fact that the first Hunger Games sequel 
will likely commence shooting this year. 
A few minutes later, his assistant pokes 
his head into the bus’ interior to tell 
Woody he has five minutes before they 
need to leave for the set. 

“Gotcha,” he says, but doesn’t stir. 
Instead, he closes his eyes for a few 
seconds, a square of sunlight from the 
bus window resting warmly on his face. 
Then, as if he’s recharged his solar cells, 
his eyelids spring open and he looks up 
and asks, “What's next?” & 
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Max Greenfield, Jake Johnson, 
Zooey Deschanel, and Lamorne 
Morris photographed on the 
New Girl set March 5, 2012, 

in Los Angeles 


ATTITUDE 


THE FOX SITCOM—STARRING ZOOEY DESCHANEL—QUICKLY BECAME 
THE RATINGS DARLING OF ITS FRESHMAN CLASS. SO WHY HAS IT BEEN 


GETTING CONSPICUOUSLY LESS CUTESY? EW INVESTIGATES. 
BY MELISSA MAERZ 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY CHRIS McPHERSON 


ADORKABLE. That’s a real word, thanks in part to Zooey Deschanel, who 
plays a cupcake-baking, animal-loving, silly-song-singing girl on TV—and, some- 
times, in real life. Dressed in a micro-miniskirt that’s about half the length of her 
false lashes, the 32-year-old actress vamps it up on the roof of the Park Plaza 
Hotel in Los Angeles, where she’s shooting a few scenes for Fox’s breakout 
comedy New Girl. Between takes, you can find her dancing the Charleston, hug- 
ging crew members, doing her best Cary Grant impression, or joking around in 
awittle baby voice. When the camera’s back on, she switches easily into character 
as Jess, a quirky grade-school teacher who moves in with three guys she met 
through Craigslist. In this scene, Jess and her roommate/occasional crush Nick 
(Jake Johnson) are filling scarecrows with hay when Jess breaks into an 
exuberant scarecrow song, extolling the joys of “stuffin’ scaresies.” 
Witnessing this, it’s pretty understandable why Fox originally promoted 
New Girl with the tagline “Simply Adorkable.” To a certain generation of fans 
who value sincerity, creativity, and a flair for the retro, Deschanel has become 
the poster girl for all things big-eyed and bighearted. To others, including the 
bloggers who labeled the show “tweepulsive,” that sweetness has become 
Deschanel’s cross to bear. Last year, the comedian Julie Klausner even 
suggested that the so-called adorkability Deschanel is now known for was 
downright antifeminist. (“It’s much harder to bring down a woman, or to call 
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her a moron, when she’s not in pigtails and Ring Pops,” Klaus- 
ner wrote on her website.) And yet, halfway into its first 
season, New Girl, which airs Tuesdays at 9 p.m., is pulling in 
10.3 million viewers each week (counting DVR replay) and 
has established itself as the No. 1 new series in the 18-34 
demographic. Not even the pigtail haters can deny that it’s 
an out-of-the-gate hit. 

Besides, Deschanel doesn’t want to engage in what she 
views as a self-destructive fight waged by women against 
women. For her, this is just sexism disguised as a war on 
girliness. “I’ve examined and reexamined myself,” she says, 
curling up in her trailer near a giant butterfly balloon. “And I 
really don’t feel that liking to wear dresses is a problem for 
the feminist world.” 

Maybe not. But lately New Girl has begun acknowledging 
Jess’ detractors—and as a result it’s become a much deeper, 
funnier, edgier show. It started when the show’s creator, Liz 
Meriwether, decided to write an episode in response to Klaus- 
ner’s essay: In “Jess and Julia,” which aired Jan. 31 (available on 
iTunes), Nick’s headstrong girlfriend of the moment (Lizzy 
Caplan) tells Jess off for her “whole thing with the cupcakes 
and the breaking for birds and the ‘bluebirds come and help me 
dress in the morning.” Since then, everyone in the New Girl 
universe seems to be calling Jess out, from the guy in the bar 
who hears her Mae West voice and asks, “Why are you talking 
like that?” to Jess’ preteen student, who deadpans, “Your hap- 
piness seems like a mask.” Even her roommates—lovable 
grump Nick, sporty but sensitive Winston (Lamorne Morris), 
and charismatic douche bag Schmidt (Max Greenfield)—have 
been rolling their eyes at her Daffy Duck voices and use of a 
“feeling stick.” In a recent episode, Nick tells her 
bluntly, “You don’t know how to be real.” 

All of which raises the question: Are the 
writers trying to tone down the cuteness? Not 
according to Meriwether, who points out that 
all freshman shows go through tonal changes 
during the first season. Also, the 30-year-old 
first-time executive producer insists, “I never 
went into this thinking that Jess was cute.” 
Sharp-witted and deeply sarcastic, Meriwether 
based Jess on herself, back when the show had 
the more risqué title Chicks 
& Dicks. Originally she el 
envisioned the show as a 
Will & Grace-style comedy focused on just 
Jess and Nick, whose relationship was 
inspired by Meriwether’s close friendship 
with a guy. “Our exes started dating each 
other, and we were both mad at the world, 
so we felt compelled to become really good 


plant friends,” she explains. When she met 
fo 7a a Girl Deschanel, the two connected so instantly 
edition. For informa- that she knew she’d found her perfect 
aan Jess. Deschanel, who's also a producer on 
ew.com/allaccess the show, says she’s helped build the 
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Greenfieldand 
Hannah Simone; 
(inset) New Girl 
poster. 


character by collaborating with the costume 
designer, improvising lines (as all the actors are 
encouraged to do), even writing some of the 
songs Jess sings on the show. (In her downtime, 
Deschanel performs as one half of the indie-pop 
duo She & Him.) To a passing observer, the only 
thing Meriwether shares with Jess is an affection for oversize 
eyeglasses. But to the writer, Klausner’s critique of the character 
felt very personal. “It was a little weird for me, as a feminist who's 
actively trying to create interesting roles for women, to hear that 
attack, that Jess is like a little girl,” admits Meriwether, who also 
penned the sex-buddy script that became No Strings Attached. 
She believes there’s a double standard in comedy: Men are 
allowed to act like boys, but women aren’t allowed to act like 
girls. “Isn’t immaturity supposed to be funny?” she asks incredu- 
lously. “Haven’t all the Judd Apatow movies taught us that?” 
Somewhere in Jess’ retort to Julia, you can hear Meriwether 
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lashing out at her 
critics: “I’m sorry I 
don’t talk like Murphy 
Brown, and I hate your 
pantsuit. I wish it had ribbons on it or something to make it just 
slightly cuter. And that doesn’t mean I’m not smart and tough 
and strong.” Yet since that episode aired, Jess has evolved from 
a shy girl who can’t say “penis” without giggling into a woman 
who searches for one-night stands, gets drunk, and makes Hitler 
jokes. And that’s partly the influence of her roommates, who are 
toughening her up—while earning their own beefed-up story 
lines and personal fan clubs. According to Morris, the room- 
mates are the voice of reason. “Winston's a bit cynical about how 
quirky Jess is,” explains the actor, who's a straight talker both on 
and off screen. “So while the audience is laughing and saying, 
‘That's ridiculous, my character is literally saying, “That's ridicu- 
lous’ That’s what people connect to.” 


CREATE INTERESTING ROLES FOR WOMEN, 
LO HEAR THAT ATTACK, THAT JESS IS 


Liz Meriwether 
(center) on the 
set of New Girl 


BACK IN HER TRAILER, Deschanel seems a 
little defensive about the polarizing reactions 
to Jess. After all, when the show debuted, she 
told many interviewers that she essentially 
was Jess. And during a recent panel at Paley- 
Fest in Beverly Hills, Deschanel fit the part, 
pulling her hands up under her chin like 
bunny-rabbit paws, demonstrating the way 
that a turtle eats, even using a Daffy Duck 
voice to describe her resemblance to Jess as 
“sssssertainly sssssimilar.” But now she 
appears to be backing off 
from that comparison. “When 
I want to put it in a nutshell, 
I'll say, ‘She’s like a 13-year-old 
version of myself,” the 
actress explains, clearly tired 
of the topic. “But acting is 
more complex than just play- 
ing at a series of adjectives.” 

Meriwether says she still 
wants to learn more about who Jess really is—as well as her 
roommates. “The more we dig, the funnier things get,” sne 
says. “I’m hoping that we can dig into Winston and Nick and 
Schmidt as much as we keep digging into Jess.” She pauses. 
“Uh, does that make it sound like they’re plants?” Looking 
ahead to the final eight episodes of the season, Winston will 
find a job at a radio station, working for a very difficult boss 
(Phil Hendrie). Jess’ model best friend, Cece (Hannah Simone), 
starts to have real feelings for Schmidt, though she’ll 
vehemently deny it, to the point of foisting him on another 
friend. And Nick, who’s had a pretty rough year, will try to 
grow tomatoes in the roommates’ rooftop garden. 

Jess also starts a new relationship with her student’s very 
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unique, independent woman like Deschanel for her 
17-year-old daughter to look up to, praising her “iiber- 


adorkability” and gushing, “I hope you stay around.” 
For Meriwether, hearing that young women relate to 


grown-up father (Dermot Mulroney) and ends up having a 
deep, semi-naked talk in the steam room with his ex-wife 
(Jeanne Tripplehorn). Does that mean we’ll have to wait 
forever for Nick and Jess to get together? Meriwether will 
admit only that there’s still something there between them. 
But Johnson says, “I think, deep down, he’s in love with her.” 

He’s not the only one. At PaleyFest, the biggest screams 
were reserved for Deschanel. Young girls asked her to sign 
their ukuleles. One budding singer asked her to sign a 
microphone. At the end of the night, a schoolteacher stood 
up in the crowd and confessed that she was so glad to have a 


Jess is the ultimate compliment. Recently she was standing in 
line for coffee when two girls behind her started describing 
their roommate by using the New Girl theme song: “One of them 
said, ‘It was totally like, Who's that girl..’” she says excitedly. 
“The idea that young girls are feeling like there’s a different kind 
of female character that they can relate to on TV? That's great. 
We’re teaching those girls how to have sex-only relationships 
with douche bags and threesomes with their landlords. We're 
changing America!” She laughs. “No, but this is progress in 
some way. From now on, I want to see more new, great, weird, 
f---ed-up women on TV.” 


WHO'S THAT GUY? It's Schmict! 
As the player with a heart of 
gold on New Girl, Max Green- 
field has become the show's 
breakout star. Giddy young 
women line up to flirt with the 
31-year-old actor, and fans 
demand that he put money in 
their “douche-bag jars.” 

All of which has come as a 
welcome surprise to the Dobbs 
Ferry, NY, native, who's married 
with a 2-year-old daughter. 
When he first auditioned for the 
part, Schmidt was just a one-joke 
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character who couldn't stop 
taking his shirt off. “] went to 
[exec producer] Jake Kasdan 
and said, ‘Let's just try to make 
this character as not-douchey 
as possible,” recounts Green- 
field. “And he goes, ‘Well, just 
don't play him douchey.” 

He didn’t—and slowly Schmidt 
transformed into a bathroom- 
scrubbing, charcuterie-eating, 
lady-pleasing charmer with 
a chubby backstory (see: Fat 
Schmidt). “Max brought an 
amazing emotional life to this 


character who wanted to be 

a better person but couldn't,” 
New Girl creator Liz Meriwether 
explains. While the writers map 
out the script, the actors are 
encouraged to improvise, and 
Meriwether calls Greenfield “one 
of the best improvisers I've ever 
met” She remembers a table 
read where Greenfield worked 
and reworked a scene in which 
Schmidt seduces Cece with fancy- 
cheese metaphors (“I just want 
to slowly peel the wax off your 
Babybels”). And now that he’s 


broken out, look for Schmidt to E 
get more screen time—and fun 
story lines—going forward. He'll 
help Nick get in touch with his 
inner douche bag and will learn 
that he and Cece might have 
ali Schmidt on the way. 
“Because people like him, 
wecanbeasoffen- <« 
sive as possible ay 
with this character,” 
says Meriwether, 
laughing. “I completely 
attribute that to Max.” 
—Melissa Maerz 
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the East Village coffee shop smiles shyly at 
Natasha Lyonne before walking away. “Did you see that?” 
Lyonne asks. “I’m totally going to f---ing hit that later. I mean, 
I’m not... It’s just knowing that he wants it makes me want 
him.” She grins. “But I know that’s just low self-esteem.” 

Spend time with Lyonne and you learn things about her pretty 
quickly. Like how smart and funny she is, how fast her mind can 
pinball between Dickens, Coney Island, Nietzsche, and NYPD 
Blue—and how, when she feels uncomfortable, she deflects 
questions with non sequiturs, often bawdy ones. 

Lyonne’s anxiety today is understandable, because she 
doesn’t speak much to journalists these days. In the late ’90s, 
the actress, now 32, was on a promising track thanks to her work 
in American Pie, But I’m a Cheerleader, and Slums of Beverly 
Hills. But her ascent was derailed after some very public tus- 
sles with drug addiction and the law. Tabloids and websites 
chronicled every dark turn of her downward spiral and glee- 
fully posted her mug shot. In 2001, she was arrested for a DUI. 
In 2004, she was charged with mischief, trespass, and harass- 
ment of a neighbor (and the neighbor’s dog). In 2005, she was 
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Natasha Lyonne | photographed 
on March 1, 2012, at the Breslin 
in New York City 


admitted to the intensive-care unit of a New 
York hospital for a variety of ailments, including 
a collapsed lung and hepatitis C. All of which is 
to say: Before we had Lindsay Lohan to kick 
around, we had Natasha Lyonne. “Oh, I thought 
I escaped under the radar,” Lyonne deadpans. 
“But everybody knows? That’s embarrassing.” 
Contemplating her future in Hollywood, Lyonne 
seems sanguine: “Rather than spend so much time 
wondering if I’m going to get hired or is it a prob- 
lem that I’ve got this black-tar history, I’ve just got 
to keep doing what I’m doing and try to be decent,” 
she says. But her candor must make her uncom- 
fortable because she veers off on a sexual tangent: 
“And, you know, lots of bl-- jobs! [just need to focus 
on the bl-- jobs and let the career work itself out.” 
To her credit, when all the jitters and church 
giggles are out of her system, she’s utterly honest: 


“Listen, I did not think I was coming back,” she With Tara Reid it 

says of acting. “So I didn’t really care. When you go 20? sagnerca Ble . 

as deep into the belly of the beast as I went, there’s , in 1999's But I'm 
a whole other world going on and something like show business a Cheerleader 


becomes the dumbest thing on planet Earth.” 


in show business before she even knew 
what that term meant. Her parents signed her as a child 
model with the Ford agency, and she got her first big acting 
job at 6, on Pee-wee’s Playhouse. When Lyonne was 16, two 
things happened: She landed a role as Alan Alda’s wisecrack- 
ing daughter in Woody Allen’s Everyone Says I Love You, and 
she was expelled for selling pot at a yeshiva high school she 
attended on scholarship on Manhattan’s Upper East Side. “I 
was the weird kid with the weird hair,” she says. Lyonne and 
her mother moved to Miami Beach. She was later accepted at 
NYU and intended to study philosophy and film, but never 
went to class. “I thought, ‘Do I really need to watch Apocalypse 
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Now with 100 f---ing teenagers? I’ve been watch- 
ing this movie since I was 4 years old.” 

Today, Lyonne still has the same glorious mane 
of hair and oversize brown eyes that made her so 
memorable in the ’90s. She wears a lot of black 
(“Richard Belzer is my style icon”) and talks with a 
tough-guy New York accent—think gangster from 
the ’20s—which makes for a funny combination 
with her cherubic face. Lyonne’s best roles were 
her edgiest: a teen who considers breast reduction 
and discovers the pleasures of a vibrator in Slums 
of Beverly Hills (1998), and a lesbian high schooler 
who becomes the target of an intervention in the 
satire But I’m a Cheerleader (1999). “She was like 
from another time,” says Alan Arkin, who played 
her father in Slums. “She was a total natural. No 
artifice, never worried for a second about what she 
With Alan Arkin and ay looked like or how she was going over. She wrote 
pee a ' | poetry and was interested in literature and 

: philosophy. She was a joy to be with.” 

Directors Chris and Paul Weitz cast Lyonne— 
still a teenager—as cool girl Jessica in 1999’s American Pie. “She 
had this excessive talent, and this quality of really knowing 
what she was all about,” says Chris Weitz. The film was a 
smash and propelled its cast to stardom (see sidebar). “I don’t 
think we realized it much at the time, but when you cast some- 
one quite young, you are, in a way, giving them a poison pill,” 
says Weitz. “It was great that the movie did well and helped 
bring all of these kids to prominence, but that’s a mixed bless- 
ing, It’s a system that can give someone a wonderful career and 
money to go to college... But there’s also the possibility that 
you're throwing someone under the train.” 

Ethan Hawke, who costarred with Lyonne in the 2010 stage 
production of Blood From a Stone, goes a step further. “I was a 
child actor, and ifyou survive it teaches you a lot. The trouble 
is that most people don’t survive. I’m not speaking figuratively. 
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I’m talking literally, like there’s dead bodies everywhere.” 

Lyonne remembers being a curious teen who meditated on 
the Big Questions even as she ventured into the public eye. 
“There was the Talmudic existential question of what does it 
allreally mean? juxtaposed with being a really poorly parented 
teenager in show business,” she says. Then she pauses. 
“Spiraling into addiction is really, really scary. Some things 
have a very A-to-B scientific effect. Like, alcohol is a depres- 
sant. Cocaine is a stimulant. And then: Cocaine plus heroin is 
bad! That’s the point of my story, that’s the moral,” she says. 
“Coke plus heroin equals speedball. And speedball equals bad, 
you know?” 


Lyonne fidgets and sighs. “It’s weird to talk about. I was: 


definitely as good as dead, you know? A lot of people don’t come 
back. That makes me feel wary, and self-conscious. I wouldn’t 
want to feel prideful about it. People really rallied around me and 
pulled me up by my f---ing bootstraps.” She laughs. “There was a 
warrant for my arrest, which helped too.” 

Oh, yes, that. In December 2004, Lyonne was 
living in a Manhattan town house owned by 
actor friend Michael Rapaport when she was 
arrested for harassing neighbors (as well as the 
aforementioned dog) and destroying property. 
Rapaport was so angry he wrote an article in 
Jane magazine titled “Evicting Natasha 
Lyonne.” Looking back, Lyonne says, “At the 
time I didn’t understand, but now it’s like, if J 
owned a nice brownstone—and [someone] was 
constantly moving pianos while listening to 
Richard Pryor CDs, and trying to figure out 
how to play ‘Easy Like Sunday Morning’ on the 
piano for days at a time—I would potentially 
be pissed too.” She smiles. “It’s the fallout of 
shenanigan-based behavior.” 

The charges against Lyonne were ultimately dismissed after 
she completed court-appointed rehab in 2006. Later, she contin- 
ued working on her recovery, thanks to support from longtime 
friends like actress Chloé Sevigny. “It was hard to stand by and 
not be able to help when it was down and dirty,’ Sevigny admits. 
“I tried to forgive whatever bad behavior she displayed because 
she wasn’t herself. She wasn’t in her right mind.” 

In 2007, Sevigny encouraged Lyonne to audition for the Off 
Broadway Mike Leigh play Two Thousand Years—and more 
important, vouched for her with the director. Lyonne stayed in 
corporate housing near the midtown theater to avoid old 
temptations in her former Hast Village neighborhood, and 
concentrated only on work. “[The play] really got me back on 
my feet,” she says. And it helped her love acting again. “It all 
sort of happened,” she says of her career up to that point. “I 
was on Pee-wee’s. Then I’m 16 and I’m in a Woody Allen movie. 
Inever stopped to wonder if I knew how to act. I had to relearn 
it all and come by it ina much more honest fashion.” 

By the time she was on stage with Hawke in 2010, Lyonne 
could regularly be seen Off Broadway. “It was cool to be around 
her,” says Hawke. “She’s incredibly talented and she liked 
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working hard, she liked being challenged. If you get caught up 
in the nonsense of celebrity and the demons that are involved in 
feeling like you are important and special in a way that others 
aren't, the theater will cure you of that.” 


LYONNE HAS SINCE dipped her toe back into films with smaller 
pictures such as Evil Dread and Club Night, but last fall she 
embarked on a more pronounced return. She recently appeared 
on Law & Order: SVU and New Girl. And she has four films in 
the works, two of them in theaters in the next few weeks: 
Abel Ferrara’s 4:44 Last Day on Earth (rated R, out March 23), 
costarring Willem Dafoe, and American Reunion (rated R, out 
April 6). Getting the part in 4:44 felt like a milestone to her. “I 
knew Abel from back in the day,” says Lyonne, meaning they ran 
in the same wild circles. “He called me up to do this film and I 
couldn’t believe it. 1 was over the moon.” Ferrara returns the 
compliment, to say the least: “It’s not a common talent she has, 
you know? She’s a real actor. I wouldn’t make 
another movie without her” 

Reuniting with the American Pie family— 
even for a small role—was also a big step in 
coming full circle. “I believe in comedy. The 
cleaner I got, the funnier things got. Life became 
crisp, less muted,” Lyonne says. “Though [going 
to the set] did have that feeling of ‘Oh, God, 
what are they all going to look like? And how 
embarrassing—after what I’ve been through, I 
hope they don’t search me on the way in’ And 
no one did! Everyone was really nice.” 

Will the rest of Hollywood be as forgiving? 
The industry certainly loves a good redemp- 
tion story. “Look at Robert Downey Jr.,” says 
Chris Weitz. “He’s a very personable, decent 
guy who people want to work with. The 
problems come when someone has been really difficult or 
mean-spirited. Natasha is a good person and very talented 
and great to work with, so I don’t see a problem. Personally, 
I’m rooting for her.” Sevigny is too, of course. “I think 
the industry in general is harder on women,” she says. “But 
Natasha is improving herself. She has been steadily working 
and she’s trying to keep busy. She’s a great talent and I hope 
they'll embrace her again. I love her to death.” 

As for Lyonne herself, perhaps the biggest positive is that 
she’s finally found some balance. “I love not having secrets,” 
she says. She has returned to the East Village and visibly 
brightens when she mentions her boyfriend (she declines to 
name him: “It’s Tony Soprano. No, it’s Gary Oldman”). As far 
as her regrets go, taking a sabbatical from Hollywood isn’t 
one of them. “I don’t think I needed my ingenue years. What 
would I have done, some more movies? The flip side of taking 
time away is I really figured out some stuff. I figured out 
things in terms of quality of life. I’m sure people have reserva- 
tions about it, but you can’t work with everybody. And 
besides, I don’t want to be famous when I grow up.” She 
laughs. “I just want to do good jobs.” m 


Z3NDIYOOU “3 OLYIGTY SV IOHDIN “WOD D1IDVWW1I4/3dINDAG 993Y9 :NVOINNVH ‘WO S9¥WISHIM/SSNVYLS NVGYOFr SOD 


SOV ALLI9/AVIN SASLS aah ‘S3OVWI ALL39/SWYITIIM 3340¥W YSITIYYANS ‘WOD'SISVNW11d/NOSSI37 NVHLYNOF :019¥ ‘WO2'S9¥WISUIM 


/IDINAVIS FOF NISTA S3OWWI AL139, 
*XO4/BNAVS 9389 5718/9 M3N ‘NOSdI) AUVW ‘Y3OVITYISHD YW. LNG VASNZAW QUYNO31'S7TIH ATUSATE 40 SWATS “ANIZ NVIAIA <did NYDIHSIVY (VANdS SMOIASHd) 


/VLF TINH WNW “H138YZI73 'S: 


IN3HOD Y31$31 11095 ‘WOD SOVWISYIM, 
ANOLS YAddOH (NOINN3Y NYDIUIWY “XO: 


WOD DISYWWAd, 


f 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Fetal 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 


Channing Tatum 


21 Jump Street 


STARRING Jonah Hill, Channing Tatum 
DIRECTED BY Phil Lord, Christopher Miller 
R, 1 HR., 43 MINS. 
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HE LATE-1980s pop culture relic 21 Jump Street 
was a primo specimen of a TV police procedural 
with a catchy hook: A team of fresh-faced cops 
work undercover as high school kids, reporting 
back to their tough/earnest boss at the address 
listed above. The hit series ran for four years, 
and was notably progressive in its willingness 
to incorporate newsmaking social issues, 
including AIDS, homophobia, and child abuse. But 
25 years later, 21 Jump Street the TV show is remembered 
primarily as the career kickstarter of Johnny Depp as a 
young actor with an obvious something. As it turns out, 
dim memories and a new generation of pop culture 
consumers work to the great advantage of 21 Jump Street 
the movie: What this fast, cheeky, and very funny 


Tadd 1109S 


21 JUMP STREET: SCOTT GARFIELD; SILENT HOUSE: WILL HART 


interpretation of the original premise sacri- 
fices in teachable moments, it makes up for 
in intelligent giddiness. 

Shaped by the precocious comedic smarts 
of talent-on-a-roll Jonah Hill (who not only 
costars but also developed the story with 
Michael Bacall and is one of the executive 
producers), the movie morphs into an action 
comedy with a tonal complexity that marks 
it as a very contemporary creative project. 
It’s part homage and part wink at the past. 
It jokes about high school but is also a 
sensitive sociological study of those crucial 
years. It bridges slapstick and action. It’s 
quick-witted with its pop references. Oh, 
have you heard? Depp makes a delightful 
cameo appearance! 

On the surface, 21 Jump Street follows the 
crime-fighting antics of odd-couple cop 
partners Schmidt (Hill) and Jenko (Channing 
Tatum). Their wonky dynamic is established 
in a perfectly placed opening flashback to 
2005, when the two were real high school 
students—Schmidt the klutzy, anxious nerd 
with a brain; Jenko the athletic, academically 
challenged coolio. Seven years later, when 
both police rookies are coincidentally 
assigned to an undercover-high schooler 
program, the duo are prepared to play out 
those same life scripts, until a mix-up alters 
fate. Schmidt is assigned a class schedule 
befitting a popular non-Einstein; Jenko is 
shuffled into advanced-placement chemistry. 
(“Ap-chemistry,” he calls it, laboriously 
reading his course list.) Given a do-over, the 
two get to reexperience those less than 
wonder years. They get to work issues out. 
And by the way they get to bust a drug ring 
fronted by a smart and popular guy played 
with oddball charisma by Dave Franco. (The 
curiosity isn’t that he’s the brother of James 
Franco; it’s that he’s so interestingly weird. 
Okay, like his brother.) 

But that, as I say, is on the surface. Under- 
neath, 21 Jump Street is a riot of risks that 
pay off, the biggest of which might be handing 
Tatum funny business. And now for the 
revelation: The guy’s got bust-out talents as 
areally funny, self-aware comic actor. With 
all appropriate salutes to the busy fellow’s 
famous abs, and with full forgiveness for his 
participation in The Vow, I am feeling the 
Channing charm for the first time. And wow, 
those scenes where the smart actor, playing 
a “dumb” character who realizes he’s not as 


dumb as he has 
always believed he is, 
fakes playing a dumb 
guy to mess with his 
smart partner’s head 
are kind of perfect. 
Also, Tatum can 
sustain a great, I mean 
great, Dumb Face. 
Under the limber 
direction of Phil Lord 
and Christopher 
Miller (Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs), 
and working from a screenplay by Bacall— 
a script jammed, by the way, with so many 
oinky references to male reproductive equip- 
ment that I choose to believe the producers 
were rising to a dare—Hill and Tatum play 
their Mutt-and-Jeff act against a supporting 
cast equally fast on their feet. A refresher 
viewing of any old Jump Street episode may 
sharpen your appreciation for the kind of 
earnest ’80s-I'V police captain that Ice Cube 


(From left) Ice 
Cube, Jonah Hill, 
and Tatum 


21 Jump Street 
is a riot of risks 


is tweaking in his funky turn as Schmidt and guy's t bust- 
Jenko’s boss, but the joke is equally welcome | Out talentasa 
without the historical background. Explaining | self-aware 
why he’s assigning Schmidt and Jenko to comic actor. 


shutting down the school drug ring after the 
death of one student, the captain tells it 
true: “This kid is white, so people actually 
give a s---.” There’s room for laughs and 


truth at this newly reopened address. A= 
ical Mas 


A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases. 
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The Rowdy True Story of 
A Hockey Enforcer 


You don’thave to bea world-classice skater to play professional hockey—as 
long as youcan throwa mean punch. Meet Doug Smith, whose unlikely path 
totherink is the subject of thenew comedy Goon.—CLARK COLLIS 


Most sports biopics focus on athletes 
who have achieved excellence. Goon, 
an ice-hockey comedy starring 
Seann William Scott, goes a different 
route. The R-rated Canadian indie 
(in theaters March 80 and currently 
on VOD) is based on the life of a 
minor-league hockey player named 
Doug Smith—a guy whose skating 
skills were jaw-droppingly awful. 
Smith didn’t even put on his first 
pair of skates until he was 19. And 
when he initially tried out for a pro- 
fessional team, he failed to make the 
cut. “The [recruiters] said, ‘The god- 
damn goalies are beating you, in full 
equipment, in drills,” recalls Smith, 
47. “*You can’t skate worth s---’” 
What he could do, however, was 
beat the crap out of people. Thanks to 
his amateur-boxer dad, Smith learned 
how to defend himself at an early age. 


During the late ’80s and ’90s, seven 
different hockey teams, including the 
Phoenix Roadrunners and the 
Carolina Thunderbirds, recruited 
Smith to be an “enforcer,” a player 
whose job is to pummel members of 
the opposition. In 2002, he published 
his autobiography, Goon. Six years 
later, first-time producers David 
Gross and Jesse Shapira optioned the 
book and soon approached Superbad 
co-writer Evan Goldberg to adapt it. 
But Goldberg knew little about 
hockey, so he asked 
fellow Canuck and 
die-hard Montreal 
Canadiens fan Jay 
Baruchel (Tropic 
Thunder) to pen the 
script with him. “My 
dad lionized a lot 

of enforcers,” says 


Doug Smith 
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Baruchel, who also 
costars as Scott’s best 
friend. “He played a little 
bit and often came home 
with some f---in’ cast or 
something because he’d messed 
himself up playing hockey.” 
With a budget of $12 million, 
Goon started shooting in 
Manitoba in the fall of 2010 
with cult north-of-the-border 
director Michael Dowse 
(FUBAR) behind the camera. 
He spent three and a half weeks 
filming the hockey scenes, 
including a brutal punch-up 
between Scott and a veteran 
enforcer played by Liev 
Schreiber. While Scott says he 
was determined that his por- 
trayal of Smith not turn the film 
into “Forrest Gump on ice,” Goon 
does depict its central character 
as a dimmer bulb than the real man 
is. “When we watched the movie for 
the first time, the people I was with 
said, ‘Jesus, they really made him out 
to be a dope,” laughs Smith, who's 
now a cop in Massachusetts. “I tell 
people, “The book was authentic. The 
movie has a lot of Hollywood in it’” 
Not surprisingly, Goon recently 
topped the Canadian box office. Yet 
some critics there have been put off 
by the realistic violence depicted on 
screen. Following the premature 
deaths of several enforcers, a move- 
ment arose to ban puck pugilism for 
good. But Baruchel insists that one 
thing Goon does share with other 
sports biopics is a message that 
transcends just sports. “It’s about 
commitment and loyalty and clarity 
of purpose,” he says. “I don’t want 
the lesson from this movie to be: 
Beating up people is awesome.” m 
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PARAMOUNT/EVERETT COLLECTION; FONDA: ITV GLOBAL/KOBAL COLLECTION; BENING: MIRAMAX/EVERETT COLLECTION 


ie 
STARRING 

Will Ferrell 
DIRECTED BY 
Matt Piedmont 
R, 1 HR., 24 MINS. 


Drew Barrymore’s Essential Actresses 


Through January of next year, the Big Miracle star is cohosting Turner Classic Movies’ The Essentials 
with Robert Osborne (Saturdays at 8 p.m.), presenting and commenting on such female-fronted 
classics as Gilda and Diabolique, So we asked her for her favorite screen sirens of all time. =TIM STACK 


The Doctor Zhivago 
and Don’t Look Now 
star impresses 
Barrymore with her 
subtle sexuality. “Her 
sensuality comes from 
restraint as opposed 
to some other women 
who will get in your 
face. Women are in 
awe of her, and men 
are in love with her.” 


3 Casade Mi Padre 


. 


Will Ferrell 


Casa de Mi Padre sounds like the ultimate Will 
Ferrell joke: a bloody Mexican family-revenge 
melodrama, made in Spanish, with Ferrell 

in dark sideburns and south-of-the-border 
cowboy duds as Armando Alvarez, the naive 
son in a clan of ranchers. As soon as you hear 
that premise, it’s hard not to imagine Tijuana 
Nights: The Ballad of Armando Alvarez with an 
added dollop of Three Amigos. But here’s how 
“ultimate” the stunt joke of Casa de Mi Padre 


REVIEWS 


really is: This is parody so dialed down it 
verges on not being a comedy. As Ferrell’s 
Armando battles a drug lord (Diego Luna) 
and fights his brother (Gael Garcia Bernal) 
for the hand of a hottie sefiorita (Genesis 
Rodriguez), there are a handful of wacky- 
absurdist moments: a love scene consisting 
almost entirely of bare-butt shots, a talking 
mystical white mountain lion that’s a bit too 
obviously an animatronic puppet. Ferrell, 
though, mostly plays it straight (it takes all 
of 30 seconds to get used to him speaking 
impeccable Spanish), and so does the movie. 
And that, in a funny way, is the joke: that 
Ferrell went this far to do a faux-Mexican 
genre potboiler with nary a laugh line. Even 
if you choose to experience Casa de Mi Padre 
as a postmodern wink at the audience, it’s 
avery abstract wink. Yet if you take the film 
on its own terms, as a kind of Elvis movie 
dipped in guacamole, it’s quirkily engrossing. 
Ferrell is a good straight actor for the same 
reason that he’s an inspired comedian: He 
commits himself to every moment. Even 
in a movie whose highest ambition is to be 
true to its quaintly delectable tackiness. 
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Barrymore respects Barrymore has a bit 
the Mommie Dearest of a girl crush on this 
star's ability to acting (and aerobics) 
completely transform legend. “The all-time 
into Joan Crawford. chameleon. Sexy on 
“| love the sirens the dock in On Golden 
who aren't afraid to Pond, so differently 
look a little less sexy in Klute, and the 
attractive from time to best fun, sexy dork 
time and go for it. ever in 9 to 5. It just 
They'll let the crazy doesn’t get better 
override the sexy.” than Jane Fonda.” 


“She's strong and 
comedic and incredibly 
brave, but shows 
vulnerability. | think 
she’s the epitome of 
rock & roll,” says 
Barrymore, citing 
Silkwood, Moonstruck, 
Mask, and The 
Witches of Eastwick 
as some of her favorite 
Cher performances. 


Watching Bening in 
her Oscar-nominated 
turn in The Grifters, 
says Barrymore, 
“| have a wonderful 
uncertainty where 
| don’t know if she’s 
going to be angry or 
a bad girl or a really 
good woman. | 
have the deepest 
respect for her.” 


——1 
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Jeff, Who Lives 
AtHome 


STARRING Jason Segel, Ed Helms 
DIRECTED BY Jay and Mark Duplass 
R, 1 HR., 23 MINS. 


With his large bod, soft features, and air of 
goofy sweetness, Jason Segel is a natural fit for 
Jeff, Who Lives at Home, a goofy, sweet comedy 
about estranged siblings who work their way 
back to brotherly love in the course of a day- 
long, very shaggy caper of coincidences. “Live” 
is almost too active a verb for what Jeff does in 
the basement of his mother’s house in Baton 
Rouge, La. He’s a 30-year-old stoner who drifts 
through his days looking for signs from the 
universe of what to do with his life while Mom 
(a particularly lovely Susan Sarandon) holds 
down an office-cubicle job. Ed Helms is 
similarly well built—that bulldog stance, those 
aggressive teeth—to play Jeff’s permanently 
angry brother Pat. Steady employment and 
marriage suggest that he’s the more grown-up 
of the two, but Pat is doing a pretty effective 
job of screwing up his blessings. (As she is in 
The Descendants, Judy Greer is a peach at 
playing the unfairly treated wife.) 

The movie is the latest tale of irregular 
moments in the lives of everyday people from 
Jay and Mark Duplass. They’re the brothers 
who began their filmmaking career in the 
mumblecore corps (The Puffy Chair, Baghead), 
then stepped up the emotional stakes with 
Cyrus. Jeff continues and expands the brothers’ 
maturing interest in the bonds that truly con- 
nect people and suggests that the Duplasses 
are still figuring out what matters, cinemati- 
cally. Signs point to success in getting there. 


Nicolas Cage, January Jones 
R, 1 HR., 45 MINS. 


It’s refreshing to see Nicolas Cage, non- 
histrionic and sort of subtle, in a halfway 
clever piece of indie pulp about a 
teacher who enlists a cult of vigilantes to 
kill the man who raped his wife January 
Jones). What he then owes these thugs 
isn’t money, but his amateur services as 
an assassin. The doomed arrangement 
leads to twists, betrayals, and some 
heavy implausibilities. The movie is 
never dull, though, and Cage acts every 
moment as if he means it. As the cult’s 
leader, Guy Pearce, looking deeply 
creepy with a shaved head, has a cruel 
playfulness. B= —Owen Gleiberman 


Audrey Tautou, Francois Damiens 
PG-13, 1 HR., 48 MINS. 


Audrey Tautou reworks the quirky- 
romantique angle a decade after her 
quirky-romantique splash in Amélie. 
But the quirkiness is trying in this 
stylistically confused story of a beauti- 
ful young woman who shuts out love 
following her husband's sudden death. 
The man who reopens her heart— 
much to the dismay of judgmental 
friends—turns out to be a very 
ordinary-looking, galumphy Swedish 
guy (Francois Damiens) who's her office 
subordinate. The two stars appear to 
be as bewildered by the turn of events 
as we are. € —Lisa Schwarzbaum 


Thomas Doret, Cécile de France 
PG-13, 1 HR., 27 MINS. 


Add young Thomas Doret to the short 
list of nonprofessional kid actors 

who, aided by gifted directors, deliver 
truly astounding performances. It’s 
impossible to tear one’s eyes away 
from Doret in this typically naturalistic, 
unsentimental drama from the superb 
Belgian filmmakers Jean-Pierre and 
Luc Dardenne (Rosetta, The Son) 
about a sad, furious 11-year-old boy, 
abandoned by his father and taken in 
by a hairdresser (Cécile de France), to 
her own surprise, No one charts the 
wilds of childhood more precisely than 
the Dardennes, A\—Lisa Schwarzbaum 


Eddie Murphy, Kerry Washington 
PG-13, 1 HR., 31 MINS. 


Eddie Murphy plays a motormouthed 
literary agent who becomes the victim 
of a karmic curse: A tree sprouts in his 
backyard, and every time he utters 

a word, one of its leaves falls off. If all 
the leaves fall, he'll die. The movie 
takes an Eddie Murphy who talks very 
fast (what a concept!) and turns him 
into an Eddie Murphy who can’t allow 
himself to talk at all (what an even 
less entertaining concept!). Miming his 
order for a triple latte at Starbucks, 
Murphy comes off like Charlie Chaplin 
on crystal meth. He’s strenuously 
unfunny. 2=—Owen Gleiberman 
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DETACHMENT: TONY KAYE; DR SEUSS’ THE LORAX: UNIVERSAL AND ILLUMINATION ENTERTAINMENT 


REVIEWS MOVIES 


Sami Gayleand 
Adrien.Brody 


Detachment 


STARRING Adrien Brody 
DIRECTED BY Jony Kaye 
NOT RATED, 1 HR., 40 MINS. 
By Owen Gleiberman 


Detachment, the first dramatic feature from 
director Tony Kaye since his skinhead psycho- 
drama American History X (1998), might be 
called the ashy dregs of the inspirational- 
teacher genre. But that’s only because the film 
so strikingly reflects the public-school crisis of 
its time. At its center is a gifted, tormented, 
and self-sacrificial teacher, Henry (Adrien 
Brody), who chooses to be a substitute because 
his commitment is hedged. The inner-city high 
school class he takes over doesn’t just feature 
the usual troublemakers waiting to be saved 
through higher learning. Even the nicer kids 
are mostly beyond reach. Their attention spans 
have been zapped from birth; all they’re com- 
mitted to is seeing the future as a black hole. 
When it stays in the classroom, Detachment 
is a scrappy testament—to the futility of even 
trying to reach students who are cut off from 
the possibilities of knowledge, and to the way 
that our teachers are slowly being driven 
nuts. Brody, as the semi-fallen idealist, has a 
haggard eloquence, and Tim Blake Nelson, 
Christina Hendricks, and James Caan, as his 
colleagues, act out a bitterly funny spectrum 
of desolation. But the film would be better 
if Kaye hadn't included a Taxi Driver subplot 
in which Brody rescues a teen hooker in 
fishnets (Sami Gayle). Just because it’s 
“provocative” doesn’t mean that you buy it. 
(Also available on VOD) B 


The Chart 


BOX OFFICE 


Dr. Seuss’ 
The Lorax 


Universal's 3-D animated 

tale has passed The Vow 

to become the year’s top- 
grossing movie. It dropped 

a mild 45 percent in its 
second week—the exact same 
decline as 2008's Dr. Seuss’ 


Horton Hears a Who! 
THE TOP 20 Wonosse | “Sirest versie PrGwaNce | Reease | TOOATES 
DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX $10,370 
a 
JOHN CARTER $30.2 | 3,749 | $8,050 = 1 $30.2 
Disney spent a reported 
$250 million on this sci-fi epic. 
In contrast, January's The Devil 
Inside cost $1 million and opened 
bigger. One of Carter's problems: 
Only 8 percent of moviegoers 
said star Taylor Kitsch was a 
selling point, according to 
CinemaScore. Compare that 
with 72 percent for Safe House 
star Denzel Washington. 
$l 3,055 | $3,647 -47 2 $39.7 
ACT OF VALOR $7.0 2,951 | $2,369 -48 3 $56.1 
SILENT HOUSE $6.7 2,124 | $3,136 - 1 $6.7 
The R-rated horror flick became 
the year’s second movie to 
earn an F from CinemaScore 
audiences, after The Devil Inside. 
| —|_ 
A THOUSAND WORDS $6.2 1890 | $3,268 - 1 $6.2 
Delayed for at least three years, 
this fantastical PG-13 comedy 
opened just slightly better than 
Eddie Murphy's recent flops 
Meet Dave ($5.3 million) and 
Imagine That ($5.5 million). 
= 
SAFE HOUSE $4.8 2,144 | $2,240 -35 5 $115.6 
$3.8 2,478 | $1,551 -36 5 $7.5 
THIS MEANS WAR $3.8 1,949 | $1,927 -32 4 $46.9 
— ———EEESee.———— 
JOURNEY 2: THE MYSTERIOUS... $3.6 2,525 | $1,430 -45 5 $90.6 
TYLER PERRY’S GOOD DEEDS $2.9 aoa $1,916 -59 3 $30.4 
THE ARTIST $2.1 1505 | $1382 
FRIENDS WITH KIDS $2.0 369 $5,467 
GHOST RIDER: SPIRIT OF... $2.0 1804 | $1,089 
WANDERLUST $17 1,220 | $1,355 
CHRONICLE $0.9 595 $1,520 
GONE $0.9 144 | $783 
A SEPARATION $0.7 281 $2,592 
THE DESCENDANTS $0.7 517 $1,309 
HUGO $0.6 313 | $1,991 -49 16 $723 


SOURCE: Rentrak Corporation; weekend of March 9-11, 2012 *Weekend-gross and gross-to-date figures in millions 


‘Includes some multiscreen theaters and prints shipped as well as individual screens 
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VEN IF you didn’t 

particularly care 

for Stieg Larsson’s 
ubiquitous coach-class 
best-seller The Girl With 
the Dragon Tattoo (guilty 
as charged), there’s no 
denying that Lisbeth 
Salander is one hell of a 
heroine. With her tribal 
piercings, her spiky 
mohawk, and her scrappy, 


Who’s the Better 
Lisbeth Salander? 


Noomi Rapace and Rooney Mara are 
both electrifying as the titular Girl With the 
Dragon Tattoo. But one has the edge. 


techno-savvy smarts, 
she’s like an avenging 
cyberpunk angel—part 
Nancy Drew, part 
Siouxsie Sioux. Larsson 
painted Lisbeth well 
enough on the page, but it 
wasn’t until I saw her 
played by the brooding 
Noomi Rapace in the 2010 
Swedish import that she 
truly came to life for me. 


There was something so | 
feral and ferocious about | 
Rapace’s performance 
that I couldn’t imagine 
how another actress (let 
alone an American one) 
would be able to match it. 
The good news is, Rooney 
Mara doesn’t match it. In 
David Fincher’s The Girl 
With the Dragon Tattoo 
(2011, R, 2 hrs., 38 mins.), 
her Lisbeth is haunting, 
hypnotic, and most 
important, her own 
unique creation. Fincher’s 
smartest move, I think, 
was casting a relative 
unknown in the part. 
Some characters are just 
too iconic to be weighed 
down by a star’s celebrity 
baggage—especially 


DVD«Downloads 


What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


considering some of the 
dark, brutal places 
Lisbeth has to go. Even 
though Fincher’s film had 
a ritzier budget and the 
corporate backing of a 
big Hollywood studio, 
surprisingly it’s the 
edgier film with a more 
dangerous leading lady. 
If Rapace lays bare the 
primal rage that fuels 
Lisbeth, Mara takes that 
rage and turns it in on 
itself. She bottles up her 
anger and chills it into 

a sort of subzero silence, 
letting out a banshee’s 
howl only when she’s 
safely out of sight. That’s 
why I’d say it’s a subtler— 
and ever so slightly 
better—performance. @ 
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Patrick Stewart and Alec 
Guinness in the Tinker miniseries; 
(inset) Gary Oldman in the film 


I Spy...an Excellent 
Miniseries 

The original BBC rendition of 
Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy (now 
on Blu-ray) is worth your time 


When Gary Oldman’s Cold War thriller 
Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy hit theaters back 
in December, some folks rubbed their 
temples as the end credits rolled and 
complained that the film’s Byzantine plot 
was too confusing—that it tried to snap 
too many unwieldy puzzle pieces together 
too quickly. They had a point. After all, the 
best puzzles are the ones that take some 
time to solve. That's why I'd urge them to 


Allthe Future 
President’s Men 
For aman who had so much to hide, it’s 


amazing that Bill Clinton gave a team of 
documentary filmmakers access to the 


inner sanctum of his 1992 presidential cam- 
paign. Thank goodness for bad judgment; 


otherwise we wouldn't have The War 
Room (1993, Not Rated, 1 hr, 36 mins.). 
As Cajun mad genius James Carville and 
twitchy, 5-o’clock-shadowed George 


Stephanopoulos crunch numbers and put 


out fires, you almost forget that you're 
watching real life instead of a nail-biting 
Hollywood thriller. The Criterion disc's 

, highlighted by a 2008 reunion 
of the Comeback Kid's battle-scarred 
advisers, are a political junkie’s dream. 


double down with the 
amazing six-part BBC 
miniseries version of 
Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy 
(1979, Not Rated, 5 hrs., 
24 mins.). It’s just out on 
Blu-ray with a load of 
new , including 
a terrific interview with 
the espionage classic’s 
creator, John le Carré. 
Still, the main reason to 
check it out is Alec 
Guinness. In a career 
® that included every- 
thing from The 
Lavender Hill Mob to The 
Bridge on the River Kwai 
to Star Wars, Guinness 
shined the brightest as British spymaster 
George Smiley, an unknowable riddle of a 
man tasked with rooting out which of his 
intelligence branch's four top agents is a 
Russian mole. Despite its leisurely pace, 
Tinker, Tailor is riveting—it’s an action film 
of the mind. And the extended length 
allows for more delicious double and triple 
crosses, and lets the onion layers of Smiley’s 
murky past peel off slowly. As much as 
I loved Oldman’s Oscar-nominated perfor- 
mance, Guinness’ is richer. Even after 
five-plus hours in his company, you won't 
want this puzzle to be finished. 


\ 


George Stephanopoulos 
and James Carville 


yx 


. ys 
BOA 


THE MUPPETS (2011, PG) Jason 
Segel, Amy Adams Jim Henson's 
felt creations get a nostalgic 
update in this giddy comedy, | 
their first feature-film outing 
since 1999's Muppets From Space. 
Charming. (Also on iTunes) 


THE ADVENTURES OF TINTIN (2011, 
PG) Jamie Bell, Andy Serkis Peter 
Jackson and Steven Spielberg 
join forces for a flashy but 
exhausting computer-generated 
take on Belgium's beloved 

boy sleuth. (Also on iTunes) 


THE SITTER (2011, R) Jonah Hill, Sam 
Rockwell Hill and the director of 
Pineapple Express unleash kiddie 
chaos (and an unnecessary 

dose of sap) in this raunchy 
comedy about an irresponsible 
babysitter. (Also on iTunes) 


GAINSBOURG: A HEROIC LIFE (2011, 
Not Rated) Eric Elmosnino, Laetitia 
Casta An overly arty import 
about chain-smoking French 
balladeer and ladies’ man Serge 
Gainsbourg, whose love songs 
captured the mysteries of the 
heart. (Also on iTunes) 


Pi (1998, R) Sean Gullette, Mark 
Margolis A deliciously demented, 
black-and-white mind-bender 
about math, the Old Testament, 
and headache-inducing 
conspiracies from future A-list 
director Darren Aronofsky. 

(On Netflix instant viewing) 


EXTREMELY LOUD & INCREDIBLY 
CLOSE (2011, PG-13) Tom Hanks, 
Sandra Bullock A young boy 
(Thomas Horn) scours New 
York City for meaning after his 
father’s death on 9/11. B- 3/27 


A DANGEROUS METHOD (2011 R) 
Viggo Mortensen, Michael Fassbender 
Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung 
fall under the spell ofa troubled 
patient. A- 3/27 


Most grades are from EW’'s reviews of 
the original theatrical release 
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Jon Hamm 


Mad Men 


Premieres Sunday, 
March 25, 9 p.m. 
AMC 

By Ken Tucker 


LWAYS INTENT on coming 
at you from angles you both 
expect and cannot predict, Mad 
Men offers a two-hour season 
premiere that commences with 
a muted tone, and then explodes 
in different directions. The episode, written 
by creator Matthew Weiner, begins and 
ends with faces not frequently seen on this 
show: black ones. The Sterling Cooper 
Draper Pryce ad-agency folks are drawn 
into the civil rights movement's fight for 
equal opportunity in surprising ways. 
Although Vincent Kartheiser’s Pete brays 
that he brings in more business than some of 
his more senior colleagues (oh, John Slattery, 
you make Roger such a marvelously petty 
yet funny man!), there’s no doubt who's 
still the top dog. “Don, you’re the big draw,” 
says Pete, begging Jon Hamm’s Draper to 
put in an appearance to seal a deal witha 
new Client. It’s flattery, but it’s true: While 
Peggy (Elisabeth Moss) continues to be in 
charge of her presentations, signing off 
on others’ work and making pitches to 
sack-suited sad-sack clients, she still looks 
to Don to back her up, to bestow praise, to 
validate her. In one of the premiere’s most 
quietly amusing, wise moments, Peggy is 
irked by Don’s agreeable reaction to a 
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Heinz executive’s dismissive criticism of her 
baked-bean campaign. Peggy remarks to 

a colleague that Don has changed in such a 
fundamental way that she—and, by 
extension, we—might worry about it. 

Indeed, his new living arrangement has 
altered some of Don’s characteristic 
responses at work: Is this the evolution of 
the hard-driving, go-getting, terse executive 
we’ve come to both admire and occasionally 
consider an SOB? 

Some of the premiere centers on a 
milestone birthday for Draper. Megan 
(Jessica Paré) is now cozy enough with him 
that she can refer to him as an “old man” 
and Don doesn’t flinch. Fluidly directed by 
Jennifer Getzinger, who also oversaw the 
superb season 4 episode “The Suitcase,” the 
premiere—titled “A Little Kiss”—is shaped 
around a series of long, beautifully detailed 
set pieces. To tantalize you, I’ll say there’s a 
surprise party and a makeup-sex scene 
that will curl your toes as much as it does 
those of its participants. 

After almost two years away, Mad Men 
isn’t about to start sucking up to you for 


COMMERCIAL APPEAL 


What’s Up With That 


Epic Cartier Ad? 


The jeweler’s bio-budget new ad features diamonds, a 
o o 
panther, and dragons. Here’s how it came together- and 


what the heck it means. -NUZHAT NAOREEN 


your affection. Like anyone working for (From left) 
7 Christina Hendricks, 
Don Draper, you have to earn the rewards. atoary ioe 


It’s time to dial back the cranked-up pace to 
which AMC has accustomed you with 
Breaking Bad and The Walking Dead, and get 
back into the languid groove that Mad Men 
insists upon. By the time Dusty Springfield 
rises up on the soundtrack, you'll be singing 
along with grateful assent: “You don’t have 
to say you love me/Just be close at hand.” 

It’s great to have Mad Men close by again. A- 


and Elisabeth Moss 


You may have seen Cartier’s 
new ad. It's kind of hard to miss. 
A three-and-a-half-minute 
version, which sparked buzz 
when it aired on March 4 dur- 
ing The Good Wife and other 
shows, traces the brand's 
history via a globe-trotting 
panther, a golden dragon, and 
other images associated with 
Cartier. To pull it off, the com- 
pany enlisted commercial 
director Bruno Aveillan, who 
spent three months shooting 
in locations like Paris and 


Prague. The spot cost around 
$5 million—and that’s not 
including the price of airtime 
(amere 30-second ad during 
The Good Wife goes for 
about $137,000, according to 
Ad Age). Model Shalom 
Harlow also makes a cameo, 
though the panther’s the star. 
“We didn’t want to just use 
one girl,” says Cartier Inter- 
nationals director of commu- 
nications, Corinne Delattre. 
“The cat] symbolizes all the 
women in one animal.” 


The mini-film 
journeys 
through an 
array of exotic 
locations 
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BEHIND THE SCENES 


Pretty Little 


Liars Drops 
A Bombshell 


On March19, the ABC Family drama will finally 


unmask mystet ry villain “A.” whose hiddenide ntity 
is the hit series’ key secret. SPOILER ALERT: EW 
was onthe PLL set for the much-antic ipated episode 
that reveals all. -TANNER STRANSKY 

“NO TWEETING!” Marlene are 80 random extras on 
King screeches that set for the demented fairy- 


tale-themed masquerade 
ball where the secret begins 
to unravel—King’s paranoia 
about leaks seem justified. 
A variety of other safe- 
guards have been put in 
place: Scripts aren't allowed 
off set and are immediately 
shredded after shooting. “I 
can’t wait to watch it with 
the fans,” King says of the 
season 2 finale, which airs 
March 19 at 8 p.m. “It feels 
like our present to them. 
We totally have the most 
loyal fans of any show. This 
is us saying, ‘You've earned 
this. Here it is.’” King says 
| she first began mulling over 


command at anyone within 
earshot on the set of Pretty 
Little Liars, the buzzy ABC 
Family teen mystery series 
she oversees. On this 
December afternoon, King 
is doing all she can to 
protect a big secret that’s 
about to be revealed on the 
show's Burbank sound- 
stage: the identity of the 
elusive “A,” a cyberbully 
who's been terrorizing pals 
Aria (Lucy Hale, 22), Spencer 
(Troian Bellisario, 26), 
Hanna (Ashley Benson, 22), 
and Emily (Shay Mitchell, 
24) since the puzzling 
death of their queen-bee 
friend Allison (Sasha 
Pieterse, 16) in the 


show's 2010 pre- “FANS WILL FALL 
miere. Considering OFF THEIR CHAIRS, 
| _ that the Twitter COUCHES, BEDS,” 
following of Pretty SAYS THE SHOW’S 
Piiemivells: SHAY MITCHELL. 
than 2.4 million “EVERYBODY WILL 
combined—and there BE SHOCKED.” 


(From left) 
Bellisario, S 


in 
Mitchell, 
and Ashley Benson; 
(below) Bellisario, 
Mitchell, Benson, 

and Lucy Hale 


when to expose “A” during 
the creation of the pilot. 
She ultimately decided a 
season 1 reveal would be 
premature, but as season 2 
progressed, she realized 
viewers wouldn't wait 
much longer. “Fans were 
getting to this place where 
they really were owed an 
answer,” King says. “They 
might start getting tired 
of the show if they didn’t 
get one.” 

Pretty Little Liars is 
based on a series of novels 
by Sara Shepard, and the 
identity of “A” was uncov- 
ered in a 2008 book. But on 
the show, “A” could be any- 
body, and the producers 


have carte blanche to make 
the character whoever they 
want. “Sara Shepard 
doesn’t have a clue,” King 
says. “| think she'll be happy 
with this ‘A,’ but we'll see.” 
Mitchell—whose character, 
Emily, experiences her own 
harrowing bombshell in the 
season finale—assures us 
that the wait will be worth 
it. “Fans will fall off their 
chairs, couches, beds— 
wherever they're watching 
it,” she says. “Everybody 
will be pleasantly surprised 
and shocked.” 

But how risky is it to give 
up the secret that holds the 
whole series together? 
“We've always felt like this 
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show's about a lot more 
than who ‘A’ is, so we went 
for it,” says King. And the 
story might end up being 
more complicated. “Just 
because you find out who ‘A’ 
is doesn’t mean we got the 
sole person in this whole 
thing,” adds Mitchell. “Is it 
the person who killed 
Allison? We don’t know. 
How are they going to top 
this? | don’t know, but 
there's no doubt in my mind 
that they will. This is just the 
ending to the beginning.” 


MORE ON EW.COM 

Right after PLL’s shocking 

finale, head to EW.com for 
an exclusive postmortem interview 
with exec producer Marlene King. 


REVIEWS TV 


The Top Suspects 


“A” could be anyone, but 
Pretty Little Liars show- 
runner Marlene King offered 

some intel on the most 
speculated 


—TANNER STRANSKY 


-about characters. 


Mona Vanderwall (Jane! Parrish) 
“She really is ‘A’ in the books, so 
that makes her an instant sus- 


pect. That's how | would put that.” 


Jenna Marshall (Tammin Sursok) 
“Jenna is a suspect because 

the girls are complicit in the loss 
of her eyesight, and so she has 


Ezra Fitz (lan Harding) 

“He was new to these girls ina 
very timely way. ‘A’ did not enter 
their lives until Aria met Ezra.” 


Melissa Hastings (Torrey DeVitto) 


She's a Pretty Little Liar herself. 
She's been caught in many lies. 
We can’t trust her at all, and 
she's carrying lan’s baby, which 
makes her a suspect.” 
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REVIEWS TV 


The Chart 


SoundBites 


American 
Idol 
The singing 
A zi competition won 
“lend up in New be eae eit 
York City in the show on Mach 
trunk of a Car. tel cone 
Which is surpris- alll thenext round 
ing, since Gotti is ! THE TOP 25 


off the show.” 


—Penn Jillette, on squeezing into a car 
trunk during a Buick presentation, 
on The Celebrity Apprentice 


AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Thursday, 8 p.m. 


a 
Zh NCIS CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 


ABGE 


AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 


© AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 


| 
oo 


& _ 


“When | was a kid, ' a 
|hada Huffy. Her pes NCIS; LOS ANGELES CBS, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 
name Was is 


| THE VOICE NBC, Monday, 8 p.m. 


Sparkly Thunder.” 


—Jules (Courteney Cox), on her 
old bicycle, on Cougar Town 


= NASCAR DAYTONA 500 Fox, Monday, 
7:14 p.m. 


CRIMINAL MINDS CBS, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 


__ NASCAR DAYTONA 500 RED FLAG 
Fox, Monday, 10:34 p.m. 


“Bobby, wanna come 
over and watch the 
game tonight? I’m 
making a three-bean 
Salad, but it’s bring 
your own bean. 
Can | put you down 
for garbanzo?” 


—Teddy on Bob's Burgers 


TWO AND AHALF MEN CBS, Monday, 9 p.m. 


= 


511) MODERN FAMILY ABC, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 
as) 
5%), 60 MINUTES CBS, Sunday, 7 p.m. 


| BLUEBLOODS CBS, Friday, 10 p.m. 


CSI CBS, Wednesday, 10 p.m. 


| THEBIGBANG THEORY (R) CBS, Thursday, 8 pm. 


ONCE UPON A TIME ABC, Sunday, 8 p.m. 


SURVIVOR: ONE WORLD CBS, Wednesday,8pm. | 10.7 | 23 


l THE AMAZING RACE CBS, Sunday, 8 p.m. .3 | 30 
.2 


10. 
19 ) 2 BROKE GIRLS CBS, Monday, 8:30 p.m. 10. 7 


HE Ee CaS Eve 


elejelelels 


“Have you started 
practicing hailing cabs 
and being snobbish 
about pizza?” 


—Naomi (AnnaLynne McCord), to 
Silver (Jessica Stroup), on how 
she should be prepping for her move 
to New York, on 90210 


CSI: MIAMI CBS, Sunday, 10 p.m. 1 


0.1 | 48 
MIKE & MOLLY CBS, Monday, 9:31 p.m. 101 | 19 
20 


a, *>) UNFORGETTABLE CBS, Tuesday,959pm. | 9.9 
“You're a grown man. — 


Act like one. Tell Amy ve, THE GOOD WIFE CBS, Sunday, 9 p.m. 98 
you wanna spend the Poe 
weekend having ©) AGIFTED MAN CBS, Friday, 9 p.m. 97 | 27 
a sleepover and >=) HAWAII FIVE-O CBS, Monday, 10 p.m. 96 | 2 
playing videogames ‘ , iss 
with your friends.” 4 SOURCE: Nielsen, week of Feb. 27-March 4, 2012 “In millions 


—Howard (Simon Helberg), x 

to Sheldon Wim Parsons), on MORE ON EW.COM Find fresh recaps of The 
The Big Bang Theory ew | Voice, Smash, Project Runway, American Idol, 

k® Survivor, and more every week on EW.com. 
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YOU HAVE HT TO SAVE. 


ONLY PROGRESSIVE HAS THE NAME YOUR PRICE® TOOL. Give us a budget, and we'll show you a range of options 
so you can find something that works for you and your budget. Coverage you can count on at a great price. 


Now that’s Progressive. 


ressve.com /f/ PROGRESSIVE 


1-800-PROGRESSIVE / PROGRESSIVE.COM 


law. Amounts entered outside of our range of coverage prices will be 
okers. 11000067.EW (02/12) 


Progressive Casualty Ins. Co, & its affiliates, Mayfield Village, OH. Name Your Price® is available in most states for new auto quotes. Price and coverage match limited by 
shown the closest available coverage package. Auto insurance prices and products are different when purchased directly from Progressive or through independent ag 


WhattoWatch 


Dancing With the Stars 


MONDAY, MARCH 19 | 8-10:01PM | ABC | TV-PG-L 5 


s Welcome back to your twice-yearly fever dream, 
bes SS) America! Tonight’s 14th-season premiere kicks 
off a war of wiggles between bold, beautiful Jack Wagner and 
tennis great Martina Navratilova that you never knew you 
wanted to watch so badly. Or perhaps you'd like a little Half- 
Pint (Little House on the Prairie child star Melissa Gilbert) vs. 
Urkel (Family Matters’ Jaleel White) action? We’re most 
excited about returning Irish-cutie pro Tristan MacManus, 
who's partnered with midnight trainer (if she wants to win, 
that is) Gladys Knight. Early contenders include NFL wide 
receiver Donald Driver, just because he’s a football player, and 
Extra host Maria Menounos, whose willingness to embarrass 
herself on camera has her particularly primed for reality TV 
ballroom greatness. May the best sob story win! —Annie Barrett 


if 
Kiefer Sutherland” ~ 
F and David Mazouz. 


Touch 
Fox, TV-PG-LV fa 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS* 


By Jessica Shaw 


Kiefer Sutherland's everybody-is-connected 
mystic-science thriller stumbles in its first post- 
pilot outing. There’s too much earnest mumbo 
jumbo about “cosmic pain,” and the looming 
possibility of Sutherland's 9/11 widower losing 
custody of his numbers-savant son reeks of bogus 
tension. Watching them use phone numbers and 
fractals to heal a Russian loan shark, a grieving 
Indian guy, and other disparate souls is kinda 
neat...except when Sutherland is panting after 
his runaway-prone kid or inexplicably stealing 
envelopes of cash. Touch has heart and energy; 
it just needs more brains and edge. C —Jeff Jensen 


The Voice 

NBC, TV-PG-L £2 

Week 3 of the battle 
rounds. Which means 
Carson Daly may finally 
run out of boxing meta- 
phors. Oh, wait—he did 
that three weeks ago. 


2 Broke Girls 

CBS fi 

Max and Caroline dogsit at 
a fancy apartment. Expect 
several bitch jokes to be 
interspersed with the 
usual thinly veiled one- 
liners about oral sex. 


E! True Hollywood Story: 
Biggest Scandals Ever 

E!, TV-14-DL fa 

Of course, these scandals 
are less “I'm not a crook" 
and more “The Governator 
did not just father a child 
with the maid.” 


June 
Ambrose | 


SERIES DEBUT 


Styled by June 

VH1, TV-PG 

The latest in celeb- 
stylist shows finds 
June Ambrose (who's 
worked with Jay-Z and 
Mariah Carey) polish- 
ing tarnished starlet 
Mischa Barton's image. 
Mission derailed 

when Barton scoffs 

to Ambrose about a 
stuck zipper, “There’s 
no other assistant to 
help with the zip?” B 
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E i J 


GEORGE vs.BRAD ~+ 
MERYL vs. VIOLA 


WILL A SILENT 
MOVIE WIN 
BEST PICTURE? 


PAGES OF 
OSCAR 


NOMINEES, 
PREDICTIONS, 
SNUBS & 
SURPRISES 


OSCAR'S 

LIVING LEGENDS 
(INCLUDING 1937'S 
BEST ACTRESS!) 
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_ 
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Les Gold 


9:30-10PM 

Hardcore Pawn 

truTV, TV-14-L 6) 

“I’m not gonna go 
away quiet,” says one 
wigged old lady while 
trying to score $40 
from Les Gold, the 
patriarch of the clan 
at the center of this 
Detroit pawn-shop 
reality series, now in 
its fifth season. Of 
course you won't, 
honey—no one ever 
does, Cue the aggres- 
sive ousting via burly 
bodyguards with 
bleeped-out verbal 
accompaniment. B+ 


8-9PM 

Survivor: One World 

CBS fa 

Worse for the gays: Colton 
or Richard Hatch? Discuss. 


9-10PM 

America’s Next Top Model 
The CW 

The Americans start to 

fall apart as the Brits band 
together. Somewhere in 
heaven, George Washington 
is grinding his wooden 
teeth in disgust. 


SERIES DEBUT 
10-11PM 

Duck Dynasty 

A&E, TV-PG fa 

A family of millionaires 

live in the Louisiana back- 
woods, make duck calls, 
and...holy ZZ Top! Have you 
seen the beards on them? 
Guys, shaving does not 
deplete your bank account. 


10-11PM 

Rip the Runway 

BET ca 

Fashion, music, and Lil’ 
Kim’s return to TV ina see- 
through sparkly catsuit. 


_ MARCH 20 


8:30-9PM 

| Hate My Teenage Daughter 
Fox, TV-PG-DL & 

Annie, Nikki, and their girls 
go ona spring-break road 
trip and, needless to say, 
things don’t go well. Annie 
and Nikki really should have 
read Dr. Spock's parenting 
manual Hell on Wheels: 
Why a Seat Belt Around 
the Neck Is Preferable toa 
Road Trip With a Teen. 


8:31-9PM 

Cougar Town 

ABC, TV-PG-D fa 
Grayson fathered a baby 
girl before he and Jules 
were together? Well, it 
worked" on Gilmore Girls. 
“destroyed the show 


9-10PM 

Ringer 

The CW, TV-14-DLV co 
Can Agent Machado figure 
out who put a hit on 
Bridget? Not a chance. 
That guy's the worst 
detective ever. On the plus 
side, he has delightful, 
naturally lined eyes. 


MARCH 21 


NBC, TV-14-DL ca 


SERIES 
DEBUT 


SEASON FINALE 
9-10PM 

The River 

ABC, TV-14-LV 5 

Hang in there, eyes! At 10:01 
things will stop shaking! 


SEASON PREMIERE 
10-11PM 

The Little Couple 

TLC, TV-PG fa 

After last season's miscar- 
riage, Bill and Jen consider 
adoption. Hey, guys, thanks 
for making the rest of us 
look bad by facing your set- 


backs with dignity and grace. 


Star Power? 


10-11PM 
Fashion Star 

NBC, TV-PG-L £5) 

I'd say that overseeing 
a fashion empire 


doesn’t mean you 
have taste, but 
frankly, I'm still 
kinda scared of 
Jessica Simp- 
son's dad. 


David'Walton and | 


Boo to NBC for essentially burning off 
six episodes of this charming sitcom 
se (two a week) and putting it up against 


Modern Family. Modern fans might be beguiled 
by the clever interplay between Amanda Peet as 
a single mom and the goofy but lovable guy she 
hires to renovate her home. He’s played by David 
Walton with mush-mouthed loucheness (Walton 
appeared on the underrated Perfect Couples, of 
which Bent creator Tad Quill is also a graduate). 
Costarring Jeffrey Tambor as Walton’s dramatic 
dad, this eccentric romantic comedy deserves a 
chance to survive. B+ —Ken Tucker 


[Christian 


/ Slater and 
‘Megan » 
Mullally ~, 
9:30-10PM 
Breaking In 


Fox, TV-14-DLS ti 


In its second season, the security-firm sitcom has 
gone through a full-scale format tweak—less 
mission-based caper comedy, more office farce— 
and Megan Mullally has joined the cast as a very 
Mullally-esque character who seems to be flirting 
with everyone and everything on screen. Though 
tonight's episode is helped greatly by the presence 
of guest star Bobb’e J. Thompson (30 Rock's Tracy 
Jr.) as a hacker prodigy, the new incarnation still 
isn’t very good. Barely a quarter of the jokes actu- 
ally stick, and Christian Slater’s overacting makes 
Mullally’s look subtle. But you can’t hate too hard 
on an episode that includes an extended homage 
to Terminator 2: Judgment Day. © —Darren Franich 


MARCH 22 


8-9PM 

Missing 

ABC, TV-14-V fm 

Becca goes to Paris to look 
for her missing son. And, 
no doubt, to hit the end-of- 
the-season sale at Céline. 


9-10PM 

The Secret Circle 

The CW fa 

Cassie visits her grand- 
mother and learns 
something startling: There 
are leftovers in the fridge. 


9:30-10PM 

Up All Night 

NBC, TV-14-L fo 

Could Maya Rudolph’s life 
be any better? First, Brides- 
maids. And now Henry 
Winkler plays her dad? 


10:02-11PM 

Private Practice 

ABC, TV-14 6) 

Who knew Rayanne (fine, 
AJ. Langer, but she'll always 
be Rayanne to me) could be 
so convincing as a single 
mom with a brain tumor? 
Sadly, she may not be able 
to show us for much longer. 


F 
iy 


SEASON FINALE 
9-10PM 

Project Runway All Stars 
Lifetime, TV-PG-L tm 
So far, the all-star 
season has been as 
uneven as a bad 

hem job, with crazy 
judging decisions 
(Rami Kashou’s early 
ouster) and shabby 
challenges (a dress 
in six hours?). But all 
will be forgiven if 
brilliant Mondo Guerra 
prevails over speed 
drapist Michael 
Costello and hit-or- 
miss Austin Scarlett. 
We'll never forget 
Gretchen-gate! 
—Stephan Lee 
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WHATtoWATCH 


FRINGE: LIANE HENTSCHER/FOX; Q’VIVA! THE CHOSEN: ROBERT SEBREE; LUCK: GUSMANO CESARETTI/HBO 


MARCH 23 


Joshua * 
Jackson 


Fringe 

Fox, TV-14-DV [ 

Agent Dunham (Anna Torv) 
chases a perfume-making 
loony, while Peter (Joshua 
Jackson) discovers a secret 
literally stuck to his eyeball 
in a macabre, revelatory, 
and (surprise!) deeply 
romantic winner. Mythology 
geeks will dig the visit to 
the Observer’s apartment; 
shippers will swoon over 
the ending. And prepare to 
pause when Walter (John 
Noble) talks about Canadian 
beavers or you'll miss some- 


MARCH 24 
SERIES DEBUT 


Ball Boys 

ABC Co 

A series from the producers of 
Pawn Stars about a sports- 
memorabilia business in 
Baltimore. Mind you, if a show 
with this title were on basic cable 
around 1 a.m,, I'd be giving you a 
very different description. 


Must Love Cats 
Animal Planet, TV-PG 
Really? Must |? 


Q’Viva! The Chosen 
Fox, TV-PG-DL 
Jennifer Lopez helps 
discover raw talent 
without the unintel- ‘Vj 
ligible ramblings ~ 
of Steven Tyler. ro 


The Firm 

NBC, TV-14-V co 

Juliette Lewis’ Tammy asks 
a hacker for help in solving a 


murder case, Who does she 
think she is? Kalinda? 


thing over your long, hard 
laughter. A —Jeff Jensen 


MARCH 25 


Dustin Hoffman 


Luck 
HBO, TV-MA 


The first season of the racetrack drama 
concludes with an immensely satisfying pay- 
‘= off for viewers: a climactic race that brings 
virtually all of the series’ stars to the rail, rooting for their 
horses. When you look back now, it’s amazing what writer 
David Milch has accomplished in a mere nine episodes, 
summoning up so many different lives, each at a crucial 
turning point, all so vividly. You're as absorbed in how far 
Dustin Hoffman’s Ace will go for business and love as you 
are in how much stoicism John Ortiz’s trainer, Escalante, 
can maintain while his love for horses and Jill Hennessy 
increases. Every major player seeks to be relieved of the 
bondage of self—to transcend his or her petty weaknesses. 
Plus, Dennis Farina’s Gus has an action scene! A- —Ken Tucker 


Also 
“available 

© asan 

me eBook 
OS ~ and 


KNOPF - Audio 


“VINTAGE ANNE RIGE- 


alushly written, gothic, violent, metaphysical 
tale. This time, with werewolves.” 


"TERRIFIC" 


- Visit www.AnneRice.com ° 


Scan to read 
the first chapter 


Fallin with 


all over again 


The Hunger 
Games 
Soundtrack 


Various Artists 
ROCK/POP 
CUNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 


(Clockwise from top left) 
Kid Cudi, Taylor Swift, 
Maroon 5, Arcade Fire, 
and the Civil Wars 


HAT’S THE APPROPRIATE soundtrack 
for kids killing kids? That’s one of many 
tough questions that Grammy-winning 
producer T Bone Burnett had to answer 
while overseeing this set of songs inspired 
by the movie adaptation of Suzanne 
Collins’ best-selling novel about tweens 
and teens forced to fight to the death. Fans 
of the book might imagine its bow-hunting heroine, Katniss 
Everdeen, slinging arrows to the strains of something 
decidedly punk-rock. Personally, I’d like to think of her 
blasting Bikini Kill’s “Rebel Girl” while she takes out Cato, 
Clove, Glimmer, and anyone else who underestimates her 
talent for ripping out tender teenage hearts and entrails. 
But what puts Burnett in the mood for some good 


SNOOUYW 
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THE HUNGER GAMES: MURRAY CLOSE; CHURCH: RICK DIAMOND/GETTY IMAGES; K'NAAN: CINDY ORD/GETTY IMAGES 


old-fashioned child sacrificing, 
apparently, is...folk. Or rather, 

as Taylor Swift recently told 

EW, “Appalachian music 


Far more engaging are the 
artists who imagine they’ve 
seen Katniss’ future, and all 
they can say is “Go back.” 


BEST TRACKS 
SAFE & SOUND 


I id 


300 years from now—what Haunted by gorgeously sad 
Americana and bluegrass THE RULER AND Southern-belle harmonies 
music would sound like in the THE KILLER from Miranda Lambert and 
future.” With everyone from Kid Cudl's rager her fellow shotgun-toting 


Arcade Fire to Maroon 5 on the 


track list, that’s a tall order— 


though certainly Swift's sweet lullaby 
“Safe & Sound,” backed by breakout 
Nashville duo the Civil Wars, fits the 
“Americana” part. When she sings to an 
unlucky fighter, “Just close your eyes/ You'll 
be alright,” she sounds like she’s finally 
broken out of fairy-tale-princess territory 
to real adulthood. Elsewhere, the 


Decemberists’ furious “One 
Engine” and Punch Brothers’ 


pretty “Dark Days” carry on the 
mournful fingerpicking. They’re 
lovely songs, but all that semi- 


acoustic brooding makes you 
wonder if “Appalachian music 
300 years from now” is the 
same as it ever was. 


Pistol Annies, “Run Daddy 


Run” is deeply ominous, a song 


The Hunger 
Games’ Jennifer 


Lawrence 


to sing when “you hear the devil drawin’ 
near.” Best of all is Kid Cudi’s gothic 
rap-rock epic “The Ruler and the Killer,” 
which feels every bit as dystopian as 
Collins’ book. With chest-pounding mili- 
tary drums and a menacing Big Brother 
refrain (“You don’t talk/You’ll say nothing, 
okay?”), it doesn’t sound anything like 
Burnett's kinder, gentler vision for the 
soundtrack. And maybe that’s why 
it totally captures the spirit of 

the film: If there’s one thing 

that the warriors of District 12 
. hate just as much as the 
regular kids who love The 
Hunger Games, it’s respecting 
\ authority. B 


QUICK TAKES 


The Shins 


Port of Morrow 
INDIE ROCK (COLUMBIA) 


- And then there 
was one: Only 
frontman 
James Mercer 
remains of 
the indie stars’ original lineup. 
Thankfully, he and his new 
mates have conjured the band’s 
best album in nearly a decade. 
Morrow offers a rejuvenated 
collection of aerated jangle pop 
and dreamy ditties. “| know 
that things can really get 
rough when you go it alone,” 
Mercer sings on lead single 
“Simple Song.” Good to know 
that it worked out in the end. 
B+ —Ray Rahman 

+> BEST TRACKS: Aptly titled 
Simple Song » Endless-summer 
reverie September 


Esperanza Spalding 
Radio Music Society 
JAZZ (HEADS UP) 


On her first 
release since 
swiping last 
year’s Best 
New Artist 
Grammy from poor, defenseless 
Justin Bieber, the singer-bassist 
sounds eager for a pop cross- 
over—check out her funky take 
on Michael Jackson's “I Can’t 
Help It,” and “City of Roses,” a 
soulful pair-up with Q-Tip. But 
Radio Music is no dumb-down 
job: Closer “Smile Like That” 
finds her brandishing sour notes 
(and revered sideman Jack 
DeJohnette on the drums) with 
jazz-nerd verve. B —Mikael Wood 
+> BEST TRACKS: Lustrous 

lead single Black Gold « Horn- 
enriched Radio Song 


Miike Snow 


Happy to You 
INDIE ROCK (DOWNTOWN) 


The Swedish/ 


aay 
American 
headphone- 
music mae- 


stros’ second 
effort keeps the band’s winning 
division of labor: Singer Andrew 
Wyatt supplies his bracing 
dry-ice chants while Christian 
Karlsson and Pontus Winnberg 
(a.k.a. writer-producers 
Bloodshy & Avant, who helmed 
Britney Spears’ “Toxic,” among 
other pop smashes) provide 
meticulous sonic-palette land- 
scapes. The spirit is indie rock, 
but the sound is as addictively 
sharp as anything in the Top 40. 
A= —Adam Markovitz 
+ BEST TRACKS: Roiling march 
The Wave « Wry Devil's Work 


a 


WHO'S 
PLAYING 


ON LATE-NIGHT & 
TALK SHOWS 


MARCH 19 


Late Night 
With Jimmy 
Fallon 

ERIC CHURCH 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
THE NAKED AND FAMOUS 


MARCH 20 


Conan 
SHARON VAN ETTEN 


Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
MARCUS FOSTER 


The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno 
THE WANTED 


KISS 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
NEEDTOBREATHE 


DeGeneres 
CASEY JAMES 


MARCH 22 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 


K’NAAN AND 
NELLY FURTADO 


MARCH 23 


The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show 
CARLY RAE JEPSEN 


Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
DR. DOG 


MELANIE FIONA 
AND J. COLE 
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One Direction 
Up All Night 
POP (SYCO/COLUMBIA) 
By Adam Markovitz 
Music groups don’t come with much less 
street cred than this: After failing individually 
in auditions for the U.K’s X Factor in 2010, 
five teen crooners were slapped together by 
judge Simon Cowell into an insta-band that 
made it to the show’s finals with wobbly-cute 
renditions of well-trod classics like “Your 
Song” and “Forever Young.” (They got third 
place.) But One Direction have something 


else: They’re the first viable next-gen boy 
band for a tween demographic that knows 
Backstreet Boys and *NSYNC only as golden 
oldies. (Just ask British teens, who have 
already sent Up All Night up the charts over- 
seas.) Those acts are clear touchstones, from 
OD’s style—think Nick Carter's scarf-wearing 
foreign-exchange-student cousins—to their 
music, which melds five-part harmonies 

and prefab production. Still, Up All Night 
marches to a new, postmillennial tiger beat: 
The irresistibly bouncy “One Thing,” the 
Kelly Clarkson-co-penned “Tell Me a Lie,” and 
the party-till-Mom-comes-home title track 
are all charmingly gimmick-free slices of 
white-bread wonder. And insofar as a group 
of five near-strangers can have a personality, 
OD’s is likably low-key: They’re just a band of 
impeccably coiffed blokes who want nothing 
more than to “be your life, your voice, your 
reason to be,” but don’t want to make a 
“mess upon your innocence.” (Yuck.) Lyrics 
like that—and forgettable tracks like the 
hormone-marinated ballad “Save You 
Tonight”—won’'t help the group earn much 
respect in music circles. But if a tween-pop 
empire is what these boys are after, they’re 
definitely headed in the right direction. B+ 


ALSO AVAILABLE 
> SINGLES BEACH HOUSE “MYTH” MELANIE FIONA | 
There's so much longing in this The MF Life 
NORAH JONES duo’s lovely dream-pop ballad, The Canadian singer's much- 
“HAPPY PILLS” you can hear everything that delayed second outing billows 


The folk songstress is often as 
drowsy as she is jazzy, but here 
she’s got Danger Mouse to pep 
things up. “Pills” is essentially a 
breakup song, its your-stuff's- 
on-the-porch lyrics undercut by 
a chugging rhythm and breezy 
“na-na-na”s. Norah Jones: 

now safe to consume while 
operating heavy machinery! 

B —Ray Rahman 


MARILYN MANSON 


“NO REFLECTION” 
His bogeymanactlong |= 
eclipsed by tangible f 


fears like terrorism, 
Manson (right) attempts 
to recapture his devil-and-drugs 
heyday with a workmanlike 
industrial crunch that sounds 
as dated as a Y2K compliance 
guide. C= —Kyle Anderson 


Victoria Legrand wants: love, 
fame, and a hash cigarette, in 
that order. “Help me to make it,” 
she sings, French-inhaling each 
word. But with a voice that 
gorgeous, she’s already helped 
herself. B+ —Melissa Maerz 


> ALBUMS 


WZRD WZRD 

The sorcerers of WZRD—Kid 
Cudi and producer Dot Da 
Genius—are more likely to 
be inspired by van paint- 
ings than bearded dudes 
with Sorting Hats. Cudi 
forgoes rap in favor of 
skeletal psych rock and post- 
emo crooning—a ballsy trick 
he carries off despite some 
occasional proggy water- 
treading. B —Kyle Anderson 


the same sultry R&B smoke 
found on her 2009 debut, The 
Bridge, which scored many 

a boudoir-warming party. 
Slow-burning pathos remains 
her strongest suit, but the 
propulsive empowerment of 
“This Time” fits just as well. 
A- —Kyle Anderson 


NITE JEWEL 

One Second of Love 
Minimalist bedroom diva 
Ramona Gonzalez isn’t just 
from L.A,, she’s from the 
LA. of Ryan Gosling’s palm- 
tree noir Drive. She's made 
her name with a series of lo-fi, 
haze-and-neon electro-pop 
records, but her latest clears 
the air with crisper production 
and subtle, synthy R&B 
swagger. B+ —Ray Rahman 
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REVIEWS MUSIC 


— 


a Celebrity Offspring Who Sing 


Musichasalways had second-generation stars, from Liza Minnelli to Miley Cyrus. Lately, though, themarket seems 
glutted with aspiring songbirds of extra-gold- -plated parentage. Istheir DNA atrick ora treat? Read on. -LEAHGREENBLATT 


oe] 


= 

3 | ‘Ql ' 

5 CHET HAZE HENRY WOLFE WILLOW SMITH ! WESTON CAGE 

8 Age 21 Parentage TomHanks and : Age32ParentageMerylStreepand :  AgellParentageWillSmithand : Age 21 Parentage Nicolas Cage and 

Rita Wilson Sounds like Usher : — sculptor Don Gummer Soundslike : Jada Pinkett SmithSoundslike  : actress Christina Fulton Sounds like 

meets Mike Posner, withaheadcold. : Yourdad’soldPaulSimonandHarry :  Apint-size,PG-rated NickiMinaj. :  Themouth of hell, basically (with 
Prospects His rapping skills are not so Nilsson LPs. Prospects Modest, : — Prospects Lil’ Miss “Whip My Hair”: his LA-based black-metal band, 
much Ginsu-sharp as butter-knife, but : though there's alwaysacozyspotfor : already has a Hot 100 hit under her : Eyes of Noctum). Prospects Satan 


songs like “Hollywood” have hooks. sun-warmed AM-radio rock. (tiny) belt; her debut is due in Laide says, “Thumbs up!" 


JAMES McCARTNEY CYMPHONIQUE COCO SUMNER RUMER WILLIS 


Age 34 Parentage Paul andLinda Age 15 Parentage Master P and Age 21 Parentage Sting and Trudie: Age 23 Parentage Demi Moore 
McCartney Sounds like Notsomuch : rapper SonyaC Sounds like Ashanti =: Styler Sounds like Dad's silveryrasp : and Bruce Willis Sounds like Going 
a Fab Fifth; think more “Wings goes : meets Ashley Tisdale onthe Nickel and Police-era reggae/punk vibes, : by scarce online clips, sort of a 
acoustic.” Prospects Well, he'llalways : odeonlot (Cymstars onthenetworks :  plusEurobeats(see:Robyn collab — coffeehouse Joan Osborne. 
have one major fan—the subject of :  HowtoRock).ProspectsSolid-ish :  “Caesar”),Prospects She's already Prospects Hard to judge till she 


the strummy “I Love You, Dad.” :  smells-like-tween-spirit potential. got a multi-album UX. deal. moves beyond covers. 


CORIB. JANE CARREY : RICH HIL COCO GORDON MOORE 


HAZE: FACEBOOK; HANKS AND WILSON: GREGORIO T. BINUYA/EVERETT COLLECTION; WOLFE: RON SACHS-POOL/GETTY IMAGES; STREEP: KEIZO MORI/UPI/LANDOV; THE SMITHS: JAMES DEVANEY/WIREIMAGE.COM; WESTON CAGE: J. CALDERON/SPLASH NEWS; NILULAS Laue. 1ArcUn me 


WIREIMAGE.COM; HIL: IGNAT/BAVERGRIFFINONLINE.COM: HILFIGER: CRAIG BLANKENHORN; COCO GORDON MOORE: WILL RAGOZZINO/PATRICKMCMULLAN.COM: THURSTON MOORE AND KIM GORDON: DIMITRIOS KAMB! 


Age 12 Parentage SnoopDoggand : Age24ParentageJimCarreyand =: Age2l Parentage Tommy Hilfiger Age 17 Parentage Sonic Youth's Kim 
wife Shante Broadus Sounds like  : ex-wife Melissa Womer Soundslike :  andex Susie Hilfiger Sounds like ©: Gordon and Thurston Moore Sounds 
A birthday party inthe Auto-Tune = Thefriendly waitresswhoalways — : He's been hanging out with Chet : like The exact square root of indie 

booth at the mall. Thanks, Dad! i invites you to her open-micnights. : Haze. Prospects Swizz Beatz and cred (with her thrashy art-rock 
Prospects Depends:CanRebecca =:  ProspectsShewascutinanearly © Kid Cudilove him—or maybe they foursome, Big Nils). Prospects Silly 
Black lightning strike twice? : round on American Idollast month. : just getanice wholesale discount. rabbit! Prospects are so bourgeois. 
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Fifty Shades 
Of Grey 


| EL James 
EROTICA 
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O WOMEN WONDERING which position 

to assume while enjoying the pornographic 

runaway best-seller Fifty Shades of Grey, here’s 

what I’d recommend: Sit in a thrumming 

bus or subway car and read E L James’ inde- 

fatigable sex story on an e-reader, cradling 

the instrument with one hand while stroking 
the touchscreen to turn pages with the other. Odds are, 
other anonymous readers will surreptitiously be doing 
the very same thing. And if so, odds are also that each 
woman is in a state of arousal, amusement, or, at the 
very least, amazement at the ingenuity and imagination 
with which the pseudonymous James—described in 
sketchy press materials as a West London TV executive 
and mother of two—has made steamy female-centric 
erotica out of what began as Twilight fan fiction. If Bella 
Swan had more gumption and sexual curiosity, she might 
be Anastasia Steele, Fifty Shades’ 21-year-old heroine, 
who quickly and decisively loses her virginity to an 
overpowering man but never relinquishes her fondness 
for the girlish, clod-kicking expression Holy crap! And 
if Edward Cullen weren't, well, a vampire, he might be 
Christian Grey, the fiendishly rich and handsome sexual 
fetishist who plays Dominant to Ana’s Submissive. 

As hardcore (and, per this lady, yowza! pleasurable) 
lady porn, Fifty Shades of Grey has a long literary 
tradition behind it, from The Story of O and the erotica of 
Anne Rice to Toni Bentley’s The Surrender and Catherine 
Millet’s The Sexual Life of 

MEMORABLE LINES Catherine M. But asa hot pub- 
“my panting lishing phenomenon (Vintage 
loudly. All can Books has paid seven figures 
concentrate on is for the rights to a trilogy) that 
his voice and his pours female-oriented erotica 
touch. Nothing over a base of Twilight leavings 
else is real. and makes brilliant use of the 

Nothing else discreet portability of e-books, 
matters, nothing Fifty Shades of Grey is in 

else registers a class by itself. Holy crap! 

on my radar.” A reader might just miss 
her bus stop. 


REVIEWS BOOKS 


SMITH, TYLER, AND AFFLECK: MIRAMAX/PHOTOFEST 


xy 
ea 


Kevin Smith, 

Liv Tyler, and 
Ben Affleck on 
the set of Jersey 
Girl in 2003 


Kevin Smith on 


Movies, Sex, and Fat 


In Kevin Smith’s new memoir-cum-self-help book Tough Sh*t, the famously 
outspoken filmmaker, 41, slams Bruce Willis, recalls the time he wastold 

he was too fat to fly, and confirms his decision to retire from directing after 
his next film. Is the Clerks auteur high? Let’s find out, —CLARK COLLIS 


wrereteretetetetet eter eteteteteteteteretetetetetetetetetetetateneletetetetete tet eteretele 


wreteteteteeteteteteteteteteteteleteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteteleteteteteretere ety, 


rater at arate ater atat alate ae ate etatatat ate etetatetalatetatetat etal atatatatatetatataly 


In Tough Sh't you reveal the lessons 
you've learned in the course of 

your life. What is the main piece 

of wisdom to be derived from the 
existence of Kevin Smith? 

Set the bar low, kids. I like to put 
the bar right on the ground and step 
over it. I feel as accomplished as 

the other guy and I didn’t have to 
sweat nearly as much. 

You do have some harsh things to 
say about Bruce Willis’ work ethic 
on your 2010 film, Cop Out. Did 

your publisher's lawyers have any 
problems with that? 

I was very careful. They were very 
careful as well, believe me. All ] can say 
about that section is he gets off very 
light. The problem was, I'd never really 
worked with a movie star before. Don’t 
tell Ben Affleck I said that. [Laughs] 


ET ee ee Ne ET ee) Fee 
arateatetatateteteteTaleletatateteteteletelatetetetetetetoleteteteteteletetele 
seseeaeatataenwaneneeterecegwcesetees tats tetetetatersestateezssssteecereceTe er 


There’s also a chapter about the 
2010 incident where you were 
removed from a Southwest Airlines 
flight after it was decided your 
weight represented a security issue. 
What I learned during Southwest 
was how much fat enmity there 

is out there in the world. It’s the 
final frontier in terms of, like, open 
bigotry. I was in a bubble for a long 
time because of the movies I did. 

I lived this illusion that the more 

I did the less people saw me as fat. 
But then during Southwest, man, 
people came out of the woodwork 
with their long sharp knives—online, 
of course, never to your face—in 
regards to size. “I f---ing hate fat 
people on planes, they sicken me!” 
If your daughter reads Tough Sh*t 
she’s going to have a very vivid 


idea of what you and your wife, 
Jennifer, get up to in bed. 

I don’t mind her reading about how 
I rock her mother’s world. I’m sure 
she walks around this house trying 
to figure out why someone who looks 
like Jen would be with a troll like 
myself. When she’s old enough to 
read it she'll be like, “Oh, that’s why!” 
Well, according to you. 

God willing, Jen won’t write her 
book until I’m dead. 

What's the word on your next film, 
the hockey movie Hit Somebody? 
I’m just finishing the script. To me, 
it’s going to be a great farewell 
party, because you try to bring 

back everyone you ever worked 
with. We did that on Jay and 

Silent Bob Strike Back and it was 
just such a blast. 

And are you still determined to 
retire from directing after that? 
Yeah, man. Film is cool and wonder- 
ful, but ’ve made all my dreams 
come true. 

That’s a shame. When | watched 
your last movie, Red State, | thought, 
“This guy is finally getting the hang 
of the directing thing, as opposed to 
the sticking-a-camera-in-front-of- 
people-and-getting-them-to-say- 
dialogue thing.” 

I thought it was kind of important 
before I checked out of the career to 
show people “Yeah, I did learn s---.” 
For years I took a lot of crap. People 
would go, “Ah, he doesn’t move the 
camera, he doesn’t know what he’s 
doing.” I wasn’t interested in that 
kind of thing. But if you do anything 
for 15 years you're just going to get 
better at it. Now I could direct the 
s--- out of my material, but I don’t 
really have anything to say. 

You've become quite a stoner over 
the past few years. How high are you 
at this moment? 

When you're a midlife stoner you 
don’t get high, you’re just always 
centered. As for how centered am I? 
Centered enough to not feel like “Oh, 
man, I hate talking about myself.” 
But I certainly wouldn’t go out and 
operate heavy farm machinery. @ 
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REVIEWS BOOKS 


Remembering 
A Great Journalist 
And Mentor 


After years reporting on foreign conflicts, Anthony 
Shadid died on Feb, 16 in Syria. ANTHONY BREZNICAN shares 
hismemories of the inspiring author of anew memoir. 


The premise of the memoir 
House of Stone is intriguing 
enough: After more than a 
decade covering war and 
bloodshed in the Middle 
East, an American journalist 
with a crushed spirit returns 
to his great-grandfather’s 
abandoned home in 
Lebanon, hoping to rebuild 
both. But I'd be lying to say 
it was the only reason | 
preordered the book a few 
months ago. The author had 
been a friend and mentor. 
We'd lost touch, but some- 
thing he said has never left 
me: “The trick is to always 
come back with a story.” 

This was Anthony Shadid 
circa 1999, when he was the 
Los Angeles news editor of 
the Associated Press anda 
former Cairo-based reporter, 
offering advice to a young 
reporter—me, a nobody, a 
clerk eager to replace fewer 
printer cartridges and write 
more articles. 

An assignment I'd been 
given didn’t pan out as 
expected, but in my zeal for 
a byline I'd written up what 
| could. As an editor with 
space to fill, Shadid was 
pleased. He knew that if you 
looked hard and thought 
around the edges, a reporter 


could always find something 
worth writing about. 

Implicit in Shadid’s advice 
to “always come back with 
a story,” of course, was the 
idea that you would always 
come back. In his case, that 
turned out not to be true. 

Shadid left the AP to write 
for The Boston Globe, then 
The Washington Post, and 
finally The New York Times, 
returning to the Middle East 
again and again over the 
coming decade and winning 
two Pulitzers for his work. He 
went to the deadliest war- 
torn regions and wrote about 
the people who suffered the 
worst. He was threatened, 
shot, beaten, and held captive, 
but his life was ultimately 
taken by an apparent asthma 
attack on Feb. 16 after he 
smuggled himself into Syria 
to cover an uprising. Shadid 
was only 43, leaving behind a 
wife, two young children, and 
a too-short lifetime full of 
friends and readers who will 
mourn and miss him. 

Part of what made him an 
extraordinary reporter was 
his intense and cheerful curi- 
osity. He knew how to make 
the differences between 
people feel like a kind of 
bond instead of an obstacle. 


Anthony 
Shadid (center) 
in Cairdae 


How else could a Christian- 
born Lebanese-American 
dentist's son from Oklahoma 
City connect on such an 
intimate level with Turkish 
foreign ministers, Afghan 
tribesmen, frightened Iraqi 
citizens, and Libyan resis- 
tance fighters—all of whom 
told him their stories? 
Shadid was charmed by 
idiosyncrasy, and not awed 
by power. He disdained those 
in our profession who use 
their status to belittle others, 
telling me once about an 
esteemed senior journalist 
who briefly visited Cairo and 
treated him like an errand boy. 


FROM OUR STAFF 


WELCOME TO UTOPIA 
Karen Valby 

NONFICTION 

In 2006, EW senior writer 
Karen Valby searched for a 
town with virtually no access 
to popular culture. She found 
the fortuitously named Utopia, 
a Texas burg with zero 
stoplights and a few hundred 
residents. Her article became 
a book (now in paperback) 
that Augusten Burroughs 
hailed as a “masterpiece of 
narrative nonfiction.” 


As aclerk, | really 
was the errand 
boy, but he treated 
me like a reporter. Thanks to 
him, | became a better one. 
When | preordered House 
of Stone, | imagined a chance 
to reconnect, maybe at a book 
signing, just to say hello— 
and thank you. | wish now | 
hadn't waited. Others knew 
him better, and knew him 
longer. | was proud to know 
him at all. Though Anthony 
Shadid won't be coming 
back, House of Stone still 
delivers one more story. No 
one wanted it this way, but 
he saved his own for last. m 
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DEATH OF A SALESMAN; BRIGITTE LACOMBE FOR NEW YORK MAGAZINE; 


THE LADY FROM DUBUQUE, CARRIE: JOAN MARCUS (2) 


Death ofa 
Salesman 


BROADWAY 


OMPLIMENTS MUST be paid. 
Director Mike Nichols’ stirring 
Death of a Salesman, running on 
Broadway through June 2, har- 
bors no radical agenda, no mod- 
ern glosses or reinterpretations 
of Arthur Miller’s text. Instead, 
Nichols & Co. play it straight. And rarely has 
a classic work seemed straighter, or truer. 
Nichols restores key elements of the original 
1949 production, including Alex North’s jazzy 
incidental music and Jo Meilziner’s scenic 
design, placing a stylized, sepia-toned version 
of Willy Loman’s Brooklyn house center stage. 
This is no Madame Tussauds period piece, 


Philip Seymour 

~ Hoffman, Andrew 
Garfield, and 

Finn Wittrock 


though. Nichols coaxes memorable perfor- 
mances from every actor—beginning with 
Philip Seymour Hoffman. Though he’s only 44, 
he brings a stooped-shoulder weariness to this 
60-year-old striver that is utterly convincing. 
As his wife, Linda Emond reveals a woman 
long consigned to second-fiddle status in her 
home despite her deep love for her husband. 
Andrew Garfield, nailing a Brooklyn accent, 
makes ex-jock Biff appropriately insecure. And 
Finn Wittrock finds new depths in philander- 
ing, attention-starved younger son Happy. But 
even throwaway roles like Loman’s boss (Remy 
Auberjonois) and his paramour on the road 
(Molly Price) make an indelible impression. 
While this Salesman owes much to tradition, 
it pulses with energy and urgency. And with its 
implicit messages about the plight of the middle 
class, the dangers of false pride, and the valori- 
zation of superficial popularity at the expense 
of achievement, Miller’s play has seldom 
seemed so vital. (Tickets: Telecharge.com) 


A potently discomfiting 
revival of one of Edward 
Albee’s strangest plays— 
starring Jane Alexander 
(right) as the 
menacingly nd 
patrician title ro 
character—is 
well-acted, darkly 
funny, and unnerving. 
(signaturetheatre.org) 
—Keith Staskiewicz 


In this superbly acted 
ensemble piece, a deaf 
man breaks away from 
his highly verbal, often 
noisy hearing family by 
learning sign language. 
(barrowstreettheatre 
.com) A4= —Stephan Lee 


A deadly serious, : 
oddly bloodless 
revival of 1988's 
notorious Broad- 


way musical flop 

that strips the 7 

Stephen King- 

based story of 

any sense of fun. 

(mectheater.org) 
—Thom Geier 


MORE ON EW.COM | 

fn eed For theater news | 
and full reviews, go 

to ew.com/stage | 

| 
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“Only six more months 
till' you meet my spawn!” 
exclaims the’devil, 


No wonder Sharon Osbourne likes 
Sara Gilbert so much. 


Absence 
makes the 
heart grow 
impatient 


We'll never forget where we were 
when Shane from The Walking Dead 
died. Or where we were when he died 
again, two minutes later. 


Courtney Love did 
drugs, according to 
new tell-all biography 
being shopped by 
Captain Obvious. 


frustrated 
resigned, and 
eventually 
fonder. 


f 


Misssing (adjective): the title 
of a new TV show. See also: 
Ashley Judd’s ability to pick 

good projects. 


| 
\ Arsenio Hall 
Sal on Celebrity - 
és ; The best 
Ae Apprentice: Revenge is looking 
; See umane good..in Diane 
von Furstenber 
his own : 
Be patient, he’s just going through talk show. 


a Carrie Bradshaw phase. 
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Ashley Olsen 
“You can't wear last —_ officially quits acting. 
year’s uniform with this Responds acting: 
year’s breasts!” “| didn’t even 
—Cricket (Miriam Shor), know we were 
to her cheerleading still dating.” 
daughter, on GCB 
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Our new viral crush: Mike from 
DollarShaveClub.com, who's making shaving 
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First photo of the new Lone this. 
Ranger movie features 
the most controversial 
headgear since... 
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Watch Extra every Friday for more on the 
celebrities and stories featured in Bullseye 
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“How do | play a B Major scale?” 


atl 3G 3:41 PM 


OK, here you go: 


Input interpretation 

major scale built on By 

Notes 

By Cis Dis Es Fis Gis Ais Bs 


Music notation 
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Keyboard display 
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Alternate scalenames 
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